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@ HLC” ) is a dlstlnct lcarnlng alternatlve w1th1n the Portland Public Sy
chool -System. -It is based on the premise that students ' can and ' - ol
igrnﬂd make the major . decisions in their learnlng Programs.. . MLC :
rolls and integrates students between the. ages of 6 and 18.f_It is = .-, :
@resently in the 5th year of operation. o : - St

:plncy School- Jerry Conrath "~  « . . ; YT IR E
o :
‘UZLTIC_} c;chool is s school within-a~school at John Adams ngh School i
uincy has 150.9students, one large (60X60) open ‘space-classroom, U
ull- tlme teachevs,,(lncludlng th'e director), one part- -time counselor . i,
d, a part tlme'teacher.;iThe students represenf ‘an accurate sample of
populatlon of: Adam!s in age. race, seXx, and past success ln schooly
the resources: allooated ‘to- Qulncy represent the ratio granted at ’ ‘
. Bdams. In other words, Qulncy it not an elitist school in any way, ‘' . ‘
r does it operate on any favorable amount of funds.- The teaohers at . ‘
@uincy strongly advocate change in the public shcool system through -: ’
‘Fxmctural de-centralization which provides a flexibility of time, shani
nd people to:plve each student the personal counseling necessary to
velop éxperiences that emphasize -strengths and create in: the“studentﬁ
sense of competence,, beionblng .and partlclpatlon. ThL\QUIPCY the-
etical''framework, .and, ,plan has' been otrongly influenced; by the works'
Art Pearl and Paulo Frelrenf:fgﬂ;'; o . R _ :
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®: 0.c.5. is comoosed of 40 klds, 7 teachers and 4 volunteers. Our"
‘?udents range from ages 4 to 18, and are drawn from a variety, of °
cio-economic backgrounds. Our pupose is to encourage self- direction,
are a school committed to mixing freedom with responsibility so that ?
A student -develops self-awareness and a social consciousness. To O
& these objectives we provide both intellectual and social skills.
seek to have students meet the world head on and to realize that they
iin have a meaningful life in it. For this is the challenge...to h:ilp to
e that they do have power to effect change. It is our belief that o»
@ an environment whlch develops an individual sensitive to the needs
i others. ' .
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Wilamette Learning Centen

i;e WLC is an alternative for high sc¢hool aged youth in S.E. Portland.
is located on the 3rd floor of the Centenary Vilbur Metropolitan
urch, and has now been in operation for 4 years. The Center's maximum
rollment has been raised this year to 40 students. At present there
e 27 students enrolled and 4% in their .trial week. The staff consists
b full-time and 3 part-time teachers, a part-time secretary and
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V.e@ral volunteers., The students come to the Center after they have
drgbped out or have been forced out of the more traditional schools,
60% come {rom an area composed of the Washington High School arca and .
pd‘ld of the Cleveland and Franklin High School areas. 20% come from
oti@er parts of the city. Most come from low inccme families and most

co from foster homes. . The Center has 4 basic objectives: 1) strengthen

Hh confidence and trust of .students in adults 2) to provide a period
of.beorluntatlon for students coming from unsuccessful and frustvatlng

%ex.emcnceb in ©other schools 3) to broaden a student's’ eXpe:olence 4) to

tégeh  students skills they need or to place them where ' they can learn
skMls. The Center is financed at. present by contrlbu’tlons from local
fo@nhdations and 1nd1v1duals.
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Th.Ale na Youth Gpportunlty School is a.non: ‘profit 'Cdrpoﬁatn.on chartered

he state of Oregon.. The primary purpose of the 'AYOS 'is 'to prevent

st ents from totally withdrawing from the educatlonal system. For those

st@ents who are unable to or chose not to function in ‘the 'existing
sy 0, the AYOS offers a bicultural and individaul education approach
as?
inSthat its services are avallble in Portland School Dlstvlct #1 and
fO’hl{'h school, dropouts in the :Albina nelghborhood.
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I‘h.Open Headow Lear-nlng Communlty 1s‘an educatlonal program fbr high
sciggol age youth who have had problems: adjust:mgr at home and at. school..
ﬁt ents come to Open Meadow from.a variety of sources. Many are
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alternatlve. The schools. program is preventive and Yehabilitative

rred from other runaway programs with the’ Portland Youth Advocates,

:t‘ents are also referred by the Juvenile Courts, Children's Services
sion and the. public schools. . There are currently 30 students and

S g!aff at Open Meadow providing a comblnatlon of ba61c skill work and

spMial 1nterest progects.
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Give an example of a humanized and humanizing society, ; ;
there can the proper infra-structure develop that will, or would { 3
UV ereomne opppcsslon and other uyly features of our 1nnumanitV? oy
b
When and how do you think such a change in 1nfra ~structure might s
occur in our country? Pp
o From several of your remarks, we. gather that you do not see any °
inherent contradiction between Christianity and Marxism--a view .
that is disputed by many Christians as well as many Marxists. -
Would you care to elaborate upon the compatibility that you see f
® 1ctueen Christianity and Marxism. S
® . . ¥
o {hen llVlng with and observmng Braz111an peasants, how did you "
recognize their generative words and themes. Did you begin basie |
® ; teracy instruction with words that you observed to be focal in the '
peasants' lives OR did you simply facilitate dialogue (for ex- b
ample by presenting a picture) so that the generative words/themes v
iaturally emerge in the course of discussion? }
@ Can you discuss the process of cod:Lflcatlon-wdecodlflcatlon in 'y
P more SpelelC terms? Is a picture the only kind of tool that ; ;
® can be used in this process? ' o
o - ‘ : ; 1 |
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QUESTIONS fe7. pE

@ ‘ o ,
@ 1 schools and CISCO are not good enough steps toward the necessary
changes, what are! If they don't go far enough, what steps can be

talen? , , , . .

vou mentioned capitalism as: our problem, - Do you see tocialsim as the
P solution or...what? " - e

@ If revolution is going to have to be the route, how are people

® going to make it come about? .

® no you see revolution necessetating the use of violence?

}" Do you believe the revolution can be non-violent?

@ How do you mobilize people toward non-violent revolution?

-

‘How can'thepe_be leadership that is not oppressive?

‘.

® uhat is your interpretation of mission?
‘ :: HowAdoes one identify with thelaﬁpressed?
.'GP Will the capitalistic system self-distrucf?
:: What are ways we can veach people in the_éileﬁf:méjofity?
. @ llow do people ‘define themselves when they do not define themselves
r ® by property? ' ‘ _

® hat would a society logk like tght was a humanizing and humanized
" 3 Society, in contrast to current economic systems?

_ What would a Christian society look like? Could you share your
vision? - ' o :

ov do you raise consciousness among the North American middle
class who are simultaneously oppressor and oppressed? Are there

-

analogous methods of conscientizacion, de-coding, generative words,
generative themes? o

v

Do not CISCO and alternative schools and the like, play into'fhe
hands of the oppressors since they make an intolerable system more

.tolerable?

What is the difference between your "Generafive words" and Sylvia
Ashton-Warners "Key words?' : :

What do you think of teaching oppressed peopie +o read by the Labac
System, . : '

Can conscientizacion work among poor 'whites in America? . Are
the lowest 10% of capability (sic). ' :
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