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‘Once jailed as radical,

... theorist seeks rebirth -

of Sao Paulo schools

By JAMES BROOKE
New York Times News Service
SAO PAULO, Brazl —

five years ago, Paulo Preire’s

as a radical educator crashed.
ughtonﬁaebdmsideohmn-
43-year-old Bra-
as a sub-

Freire said of his plans for Sao Pau-
lo's system, which includes 654
schools and 550,000 students.
“It's no sin to make a critical
study of Brazl's reality,” he said.
7* A small percentage own land. Most
.
turn of the wheel that
K Freire to the top of the
schools in Sao Paolo is a part of a
large upswing of the left in Latin
America’s most populous niation.
Last November, candidates of
Freire's party, the socialist Workers
Party, were elected mayors in three
state capitals, including this mega-
b;i:lis of 12 million people.
November, Brazilians are to
elect a president in the first direct
elections gince 1960.
According to public-opinion polls,
the top two favorites are leftists —

Luis Inacio da Silva, a deputy of the

Workers' Party, and Leonel Brizola

former of Rio de Janeiro
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‘We want tocreate
schools where
questioningis not a

everyday vocabulary and concepts
to teach illiterates to read —
question the status'quo.

His emphasis on consciousness
raising was adopted in by ad-
vocates of “liberation el |

- Christian philosophy that encourag-
‘es poor people to seek social justice
in addition to personal salvation.

“We want to impart a critical un-

. #erstanding to students, not just the
transfer an accepted body of
knowledge,” he said in his living
room in Sao Paulo, which is decorat-
ed with a Bantu head from Angola,
religious figurines from Mexico and
a boat prow from Brazil's northeast.

Looking back on his first 100 days

——in office, the theorist said the most

daunting problem he faced was the

ical condition of Sao Paulo’s

ic echools — broken desks,

_leaking roofs, exposed wires, black-

boards without chalk and pools of
water in CI8SSIOomS;, - Sp .o~ -




