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Born in Northeast Brazil in 1921, Paulo Freire grew up in a family where,
as he says, he knew whot it was to be hungrye. lies studies at the Universi
ty of Recife finally led to a doctorate in Philosophy of Eduvecation, After
a very brief exploration of law, he turned to education as his field of

study and work, Aided greatly by Elza, hic wife, who wac educator working
with children, he developed his literscy programs out of involvement and

research with the peacent: . of the areae In the early 1960s, as a profes
sor of the History and Philosophy of lducation in the University of Reei
fe, he led to a major government program in literacy, using the "conscien
tizagao" methods he had developede The coup in 1964 forced him into exile
in Chile, where he continued the.aame kind of educational activity and re
carch with the agricultural exiension service of the'Chilean government,

and as a UNNECCO ecnsultant.

In the late 1960s the Freires moved to Cambridge, Massachusetts, where he
worked with the Center for Study of Development and Social Change, and was
Visiting Profescor with Harvard's Center for Studes in Fducation and Deve
lopments In 1970 the Harvard Educational Review published the articles that
were includedin the book Cultural Action for Freedoms In the same year the
English trenslation of his book, published in Drazil only in 1974, appeared
os Pedagogy of the Oppressed. The Penguin edition of it in 1972 helped make
it available around the world, and aprroved and pirated editions Tollowed

in many languages.

In 197C the Freires moved to Geneva, Switzerland, where Paulo became a con
sultant in the new Office of Zducation of the World Council of Churchec.,
‘ron that bage he visited many parte of the world, discuscing and consulting
about education for liberation. For several years he gerved as major consul
tant to the government of newly independent Guinea=Bissau ag developed the
nation's new educational system. From that experience came hisc books Peda
gogy in Process. During those years at World Council hie thinking and
riting etimulted educators all over the world to reflect more deeply about .
their educational commitments and practice.

In 1980 Paulo received the First King Daudouin Prize awarded by the King
Jaudouin Foundation (Bruscels) for his struggle against illiteracy and

opprecoion,



Since 1980 the Freirec have been back in Brazil, where Paulo serves as
Professor of Fducation in both Catholic and State Universities in Sgo
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