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At a moment such as thls 1n hlstory, when people dec&ear the . a5 EH
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11mpotence of actlon and the futlllty of values so 1n315tently and

with such certainty. when the ldeﬂloglcal;dlatourse_decnggﬁ the

freedom from ideology, the death pf dreams,'and'of Etdpiﬁ, when

people 3ust1fy adaptatlon tq the world as 1t is as opposed to the

rebellious struggia ‘to changelxtw(through whzch ‘we affxrm
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ourselves and become creatures gacpable of declslvepeas anﬁi

rupture), it is appropriate énd“evgn neéessarﬁ to célebratq-thé
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appearance of a boak-such'aa
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Ngzthaeﬂanjgé. : Ihe agthars 1m’thlﬂ vulquInot only recognlze

Ty

the potential of women and men to act,ito know. to value, to
establish limits, to choose,‘to'ima&ine‘ to feel, to creafe.lto
decide., to formulate an action and dlrect it tow&rﬁ a goal to
refine and evaluate that actxon.'lnqorqer_ﬁp humanazg;the yorid.
to reshapelor rercreate \it, but they aisbihecoghiZe {ﬁ
participatery research that they promote a.ﬁoliticprpedagogid
instrument for moving women and men to action.” The authors of -
this book_kngw vefy well thét the siience, the paralyzing
fatalism in which milIion; éf Marias and Pedros, Susans and Joes.
Fatimés and Mohammeds of the world today find tﬁeﬁsgi@es as
individuals and as social clasges. is not . their fate, their lot,
or their given destiny. Precisgly because it is not destiny, nor

fate, that they should wait for better days as they do--simply

ﬁaiting expecfantly, instead of ecpectﬁntly struggling for better
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daﬁs, they;can have hobe and not the.hopelessness uf
accommodatlon that 51mp1e{ frultleﬁs wa1t1ng brlngs 58
ol
The authors or thlS book also know that partlclpatoryw
research i n& enchanted maglc wand that can be waved over-tﬁe
cul@ure of sllence, suddenly restor;ng fhe dasperately needed
voibe f,hat has been forhldden to rise and to.be heard. They know

very well that the sllence is. not a; genet1cally or ontologlcally
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defermlned condltzﬁn ofﬁbheae women and men hut the.axpre351on of
perverted soc;al. economlc._and polltlcal structuree, which can
be transformed. Part1c1patory research that theﬁe authors'
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propound, in whlch the. sxlancad are not jush an&d;ntal to the

cur1051ty of the researchsr but ar'”.he} masters of Enqulry into
‘ Y "< ;

the underlying causes of the happenings &n thglr gqud becomes,

as mentloned earlleﬁ, a polxt;co pedag@glc ihstrument for mov1ng
them beyond the SLIencem in Hhich they find themselves,'lnto the
quest to clalm the world
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This book deserves to be read.

Paulo Freire
Sao Paulo .
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