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PAULO FRIERE is one of the few
contemporary educationists whose
ideas are being discussed through-
out iy ~vorld. His book Pedagogy
0Of TL_ Jppressed has been trans-
lated into 10 languages. - -

“Until ‘1564 he was a professor
in Brazil, co-ordinating a natxonal
_plan to ﬁght adult ﬂhteracy
Christian and a Marxist he was
imprisoned and exiled by .the
‘junta Government. He became a
at “the University of
and -3 consultant  to
‘and’ Training in Agrarian Reform
and’ was until reccntly a visiting

S RN

" proceeds as “if the learner has '

fellew at Harvard University., He .
is yow a special consultant to the -
,Worm Councit ot Churcnes and
.hves in (xeneva. e

Pedagogy is a theorencal book
but it is based on Friere’s experi-

- ence with Latin American literacy

programmes. It is mainly con-
cerned . with- - the . pohtxca!
educatxon of peasants, but Friere’s

- discussion of freedom, knowledge

and® education practice nge it

wider implications.
' His term for . the ‘process’ of .

creatmg critical ' personal . and
social awaresess is “conscientisa-
tion’* — from his native Portu- -

‘guese. Hic principle criticism of

tradmonaz education is  that it

nothing - to contribute and as if

the teacher knows all. He calls

this the . “banking” concept. of
education and argues that it in-

vites’, «,-“deposxt" ,Je:xrnlng —or

teachmg based on . propaganda
and slogans rather than teaching
designed to make people actively -
. free.

Friere talks of “nroblem-posm
education” where teachers are in
“dialogue”, or equal partnershxp,
with students.

He ‘believes in startmg wnth
what -people know about their
own lives. With peasants. learning

' to read, for example, he might

begin with the word “slum’, The
word leads on to group discussion -
and at the same time is a root (in

Spanish) to many other words.
The ' method is' open-ended,
argues Friere, and based on hope
and faith in man. “If I do not
.love men I cannot enter mto dia-
Iogue,” he writes.

— BARRY HII.L

to talk with Aborigines, union-
ists; - Women’s - Liberationists,

man, qutelly. - spoker,
cigal _ 2s very delicately. He
arrived from Geneva in a neat

fawn' suit. He  was ' asked
coming 2 sort qf gurua.. . .

.occupations is to fight against
this, to demvthologlse mvself.
You know, it-is so difficult, be-
cause when I {ry to be what 1
am-— a COmMmon man—many
people think that it is me being
a simple man and it reinforces
- my myth. So I don’t know what
i do. When 1 have- time to
spend with people, after some
hours, the myth di sappears. and -
1 become myself ...,

“What aspects of your work are

¢ democracy like Australia?

'fhe problem of the mampulam‘m
cc»nscxouaneas -~ of the

al enauon of us under the im-

" pact of the different ways we

la\' i3 hig ‘k'f‘ snf 9rmnniu fn
i .

What :m aets of vr)ur work are
relevant: to- 2 Wesferr: industrial:
ny liké Australia?

Thc b Sem “of the mﬂmoulatxb
-0f |- consciousness . ——. “iof . the
ahenataon -of . us under the'im
pact “of ‘the different’ ways: w
~have-in'this kind of society to’
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vision; 1 heard it,” as if to-s:
.. “God told me”. We dress; eat’.

“One of my points of emphasis is

. one who doesn’t-possess knows:

18-t

‘- saying knowledge is not some-

' i“'implies .

~One . mistake

opinion. In this 3
we have the feeling’

conditioned every minute; -every
day, by what the television.say

#

’

-and think as the television says

- We read the news withoutiper-’

ceiving Wwe are eating news .

how to understand this: process

and how to work against it: We -
in . Latin .
- America than in Australia, Eu- .=
.. rope and the United States.. -
“‘Another point is the systematic

have less of ~ this

education we- have ‘in the so-
called First World. This is the

education I criticise as “banking

~education”y It's" very. commong:
- 'Of course, T know I was critis
‘tising “education

‘America but: T also knew I was:.
criticising -education’in the U.S,-

+ In the last analysis when we
- think of education we have to- . .-
think of power. Education is a ./

political act «-. = {

It alsodnvolves a certain the_ﬁf& of

knowledge. : W=
edge is

knowledge, and. the educatee’is’

ledge; the task of the educator.
. sform those who don’t;
- hat e knowledge - '« When
-1 cuficisé . this  epistemology,

“thing in"itself -becanse know-,

problems in Australia . . . )
here - is also .the question of

ngs 1o the

in’ n people.-
human process s . .
mands - engagement,
ideological clarity.

the objective reality it is only
necessary to transform our con-
* sciousness. It is one of the ijllu-
sions many Christians have —

“the *ysion of thinking thatin .
ord have a just society we ..

“have-72 change the heart of the
thinker first, that when we have

an angelic humanity we can.:.

create a beautiful world. It’s &

terrible  dream and an impos~ ..

sible onew v . ¢

What d
educationet Shidrent > -
Ah yes. For children’ . you must "~

first of all respect their levels.
psy=
chological point of view. But -

of maturity, from the"

,'you also have to give children

4 /‘ {the opportunity to experience :
|1 themselves, to create and to re-
| create, to use their hands, their... .-

{ bodies, their souls and not to

‘ them to
\think.-What is. important is not

*dren to learn how 1o think. _
When I ‘was a professor m Brazil,
1 wus never preoccupied with
finishi;iz - the official (eaching

. programme ., ".°, My preoccu-
one; it -

pation -was an odd
was to -discuss with ' the siu-

dents what it means to ask a. 4 A
question — from the point of /. Another thing: I had a very diffi-
view of a‘theory of knowledge. =~
#What gquestions should chilsy
(_gfen be encouraged to ask? ..ot

Do dpfimbney of MY career 1€ noF

free, but weare not; We are’;

in' “Latin * - 1

“as if 1t were 77
. complete in itself. So
*the educator -is he who, knows:.
“ what it ‘means, who possesses_ -

ledge . js - @ . process, - Which® .-
e praxis- of human =
“Ibeings - on. the realitv, which

““mmeans. that knowledge cannot -
“he transferred, that knowledge: " .
" has to be made and remade, I°:
~ .think I am touching one of your

ptisation, which s not.

3
which de-
political, -

. y N i
1} Tihink we can organise our pro-y-- -
. %igramme because the seminar-. .
“1i| does mnot belong’ to . me. The . ..
o lseminar belongs to us, We are “)°

} herd as subjects of knowledge, -+
| subjects of the. process - of - -
Il knowing, so let ‘us work to-’ . 'not inevitable that we finish vp

_in_ understanding..
- conscientisation is subjectivism .
. — Yo think as if consciousness
created - the objective reality:
and that'in order to transform: - :
‘)
|
I

that mean for the -

'|! give them prescription, or rules, -
|but to invite them to partici- -
{pate, to learn fiom their mis-
1 itakes, to encourage
| ] :
i“\ o teach subjects; but for chil--

. most~important and ' beautiful
thing 1 did in my life. My mar+
riage was mora: important than

" The Pedagogy Of The Oppres-
. sed because if 1 had not got:

married “1-would not have

‘written. the  book.. 1. had a..

the ‘reasons for diav

“BHe abouf power. % u

have in different societies.’I'm
«ssure that you Have much more

“.free space to work than in Bra«

'%il.. That is, some educators can
‘do . much. more, individually,

i8 pelil Pr
~with students than a professor . . ...fessor — i 3jife of all my,
=7 . experience: with the  people.
- "When I wrote it I had not mace’
>~ my Easter; that is, I had not

~can-do in Brazil. ..

So:maybe an Australian ‘professor

“i¢an “begin the year with stu-
(, dents by saying: “Look, I don’t
. have a programme to give you.

ever,‘aﬁd‘of course 1 have 'my -
personal. experience. I got mara
= ried 30 years ago. This was the -

“To: what -extent can educators
enter . into . real -
pupils or adults; -

Tl
1t'depends on-the free space we . = 7 . 8 .
- fore ~— that it was written for a:

dialogue - with

. ¥ Badto hunt, - .
S with
-~ there were two things'1 never
< had; first of 2il I never thoughti:.
-~ that God- was responsible for

ren is so

" pheautiful because. 1.:found“dn

eautiful . experience With my -
schildren (Lo v e

my sling> shot ' And “yet:

death. And, second, I never lost

- a Sense-of intimacy with God —
¢ as a kind of colleague, not-as a_

kind of. master. « .

When 1 was a young maa, I went

to the pecple, to the "workers,”
the peasants, mofivated, reaily,
by my Christian faith. At that
time, when I was very.young-—
20 or 2% years -1 talked with
the “peoples I.‘learned how fo-

" speak with ‘the people. — the
- pronunciation, the words,  the

concepts. When 1 arrived with-
the pedple — the misery, ine
concreteness,  you know!  But:

e "~ also the beaug of “the people,
we never--said ~*“no” * - "‘the openness, ihe
chx}dr’e’nfmthoult‘ giving -~

abiiity to fove
‘which the people have, the hope

- of the people, the friend- .

Ship. PR R L :
e gbstacles of this reality sent’

".me — to Marx. I started read-

ing and .-stidying.7 It -was-

hgr i 8 ahiosw  Marx a Jot-of things the people:
t. dialogue with chil - had -told me — without being:

}| gether to create our pro- -

gramme.” .
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Is it fair to say that your work

is -concerned with the ' Third

World —~ not with issues that
- unite the whole world right now?

I never sought to create a system

which” would . explain every-

thing. ‘For me.that's very dif-:

ficult. ‘It does not mean that
the books do not make some
general statements. . . but
. you are right. When I wrote the
book, T was:convinced that it
.. would be a special Latin Ameri-
can -edition of 5000 copies. I
thought I was writing some-
thing for Latin- America, based
on " my, .experience in Latin
America“ and the sophisticated
Janguage is explained by the
fact that 1 thought only stu-

dents and teachers would read -
the .book.” T never thought 1 -.

would be read in Australia, for
example. 1. was absoclutely
wrong. e

You are -a Christian who useés .~
Marxist .ideas. How do’ you re- ..
solve the two? : o N
1 always receive . tiis -question.

~-For me - no probiem, Since I

- Wd§ a Vvery young man;:very
najve, I have not accepted that
being a Christian means.that a
man musi be a reactionary ...

cult  childhood. 1 experienced
- hunger, [ know"what it means
to be hungry . 5. lalwayssay

- to be hungrv is when vou donlt .

Lrnowr when Vil RE%L can b,

; e i XA -
The first "limitation -is the

America
- teilectual and been born agzin:

_~-as one of the people. Now iam -
- trying " to. write — not sim->

w

campaigns to those in China?

Look, first of all I thirk we can-
‘not idealise: revolution. One of

"

~but to: think instead of the
- distortions of the revolution.. -
Secondly, our tendency

“lution is made by human beings

~China is not paradise. If cannot

- Listorically -— from the human

i
.or Cuba or anywhere, a sind of
~heaven. . .. - S

witn the people when vou work: ©
from Gepneva? Would vou like to
finish with world tours and go-
.- back to the earth? 5
Ah, 100k, it 15 my dream. 1t is my;
-dream, one of myv-dresms. Butth

~-that intellectuals and the com-.
~mon people can upderstand.. ..

. number of people who did not

!
-America, I feel alive — as }f'j i

- literate.! Marx was. really; a

genius.$But when I mel Marx, 1

“continued to meet Christ on tha"

corners »of  the street

<
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very -few- . people in . Latin’
when I wrote it 1.

urgents’” in-
Hiurgeois pro-

was. :
tellectual;y g petitc

died das a pe:it ‘bourgeois Ine’

plistically, . but simply in a way

Is revolution white? Is 3

ith"a. Stalinist Russia or similar

vour ‘tendencies is not to think
of the . injustices we have in
bourgeois society — of ; the

eat-today. or the number of chil-.
dren who did not go to school

is © to
idealise, to think of the revo-
Jution as something spiritual. I
always say revolution cennot }
create  paradise. Revolution is
history within history. Revo-

and not by angeis and God . ..
be because China is history and

by being histery China il
have its mistakes. I have to cee

point of ‘view -— what we have |
in China — not 1o expeci thoe

ST

Is it diffieult to keep in {ouch

you cannot o what you reai?yﬁ
want to do .. - I miss Latir E
1

America. When I go 1 lLaty.
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