Programme Unit

{ WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
Education and Renewal
Sub-unit on Education

REPORT OF ;
REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL SECRETARIES MEETING
1977)

(Ecumenical Institute Bossey, Geneva, October 2-8,

Monday October 3, 1977
The report of the Working Group on Education meeting was intpaAuced

by Ulrich Becker.
Members heard a fascinating account of the work of Paulo Freire and
were able to discuss his work and put questions to him.

Report of the Scholarships Committee: This section of the report was
introduced by Florence Addison (pages 2-4).
"What

Regional Secretaries were requested to consider the question:

1s Leadership Development?'" It was agreed to put this question on

the agenda later in the meeting.

It was noted in discussion that the WCC seeks to respond to the

Leadership needs as these are identified by the regions themselves.
ble people to play a full

MG s s not to create an ''elite" but to ena
role in the life of the church and community.

On the content of Leadership training, a report prepared by the Pacific

Conference of Churches notes:

"]. We ask that in-service training courses be organized regularly
where Ministers can meet to share problems, experiences and insights.

2. We ask the PCC or local churches to organize short courses in worship,

counselling and personal development for pastors.
3. There is a need to raise the consciousness of people that they have
a2 contribution to make in the administration of the church, therefore
we recommend a study programme for pastors and lay people at all levels
in which they can engage in Bible study together, and share the

In this way they

administrative problems and hopes facing the church.
can be engaged together in the renewal of the whole community.

4. Pastors' wives have commonly been called upon to take leadership
Therefore we urge that they be included whenever possible in

roles.
study and in-service programmes, that they be given every opportunity
to share in the study programmes of theological colleges, and that

special curriculum be developed if necessary."

Regional Secretaries are requested to keep before them the work of the
Scholarships Committee, and where needs are recognized, to liaise with

the Committee's National Correspondents.

The list of National Correspondents is to be made available to Regional

Secretaries.
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Biblical Studies

It was noted that Hans-Ruedi Weber is to make a cont
International Year of the Child by exploring in dept
child in the New Testament. He is also to investigate wa
children can meaningfully approach and handle the Bible.

Members welcomed the proposed work of Hans-Ruedi Weber in developing
an understanding of the way in which the Bible functions, OT 15 :
approached, in the various traditions of WCC member churches, especially
the Orthodox churches.

Models of Common Catechetical Programmes
This is to be circulated to Regional
bers of the Working Group on Education,

The final report is awaited.
in addition to mem

Secretaries,

and comments on the report are invited.
Regional Secretaries are invited to send copies of mew curricula to
the Education Office. These will be made available for reference in

the WCC Library.
scussion on the Responsibility of the Christian towards General

Di
Education
The discussion was introduced by Ulrich Becker who noted that following

the Nairobi Assembly the emphasis of the Sub-unit on Education is to
He posed the problem of the relationship

be on Christian Education.

between Christian Education and general education and would urge the

Sub-unit on Education to continue to probe the ways in which these two
Whilst the importance of this is

aspects of education relate.
unquestioned, members recognized that the call from the Nairobi Assembly
to emphasize Christian education represents a cry for help from the
Church. Increasingly the Church is faced with the education and nurture
of its members within a non-Christian society. The work of Christian
>ducation has become increasingly the work of the Church alone. The
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in this special area of the Church's work, to enable new insights in
education and nurture to be shared, which will enable the Church to
build up the community of the people of God.

Tuesday, October 4, 1977
Reports from the regions were presented by the Regional Secretaries.
From the reports, the following common themes emerged for further

discussion:
How is it possible to carry out Christian education work in a

L.
revolutionary (i.e. changing/evolving) situation?

and deal with them as true

How can we take children seriously,

persons?
If we take children seriously and deal with them as true persons,

3.
how will this affect our models for Christian education and
influence our Christian education methods?

2

Other matters for discussion:
1. Regional representation - especially Canada and Europe.

2. Inter-regional cooperation Friendship teams.

Regional Secretaries Conference 1978 and 1979 - preparation,
(Note the invitation extended to visit the

3‘
programme and venue.

GDR in 1979).
4. 1980 is the Bi-centenary of the Sunday School Movement - discussion
of possible international conference.

Leadership Development - matter raised by the report of the

SI
Scholarships Committee.

#hursday, October 6, 1977
Discussion took place on the Minutes of Tuesday, October 4. Additional
main themes identified from the reports of Regional Secretaries were:

1. Relationship between gencral and Christian education.

2. The structure and place of the family.

3., Education as a process.
It was agreed that items 2 and 3 of '"other matters for discussion" be

taken on Friday, October 7, 1977.
It was agreed that there be discussion on the relationship between
Regional Secretaries and the Working Group on Education.

A discussion took place on the joint meeting between Regional Secre-
taries and the CCPD group on Wednesday, October 5, 1977.



Point made were: : from the total process Gy
- It is not possible to separate edut e Les g
human development.

There remains a need for general educatl
the needs and capacities of those involv

This can then be backed up by those who ca sultation betwses
educational programme. There must be cgnstant COx The “wholistadl
various educational groups to enable th st o happen-f all departments
approach to education should always be in the_mlnd ﬁ b topdefine
involved in educational processes. This requlres tie

its aims and goals.

onal planning which recognize
ed in the learning process.
n inject material 1into an

Bi-centenary of the Sunday School Movement, 1980

entenary in the UK.
fully celebrated

Roy Chapman outlined proposals to celebrate the bi-c¢
The UK Com-

It was suggested that the bi-centenary could be mean?ng
W}th an international conference on Christian education.
mittee had suggested that this might be sponsored by the WCC.

Ulrich Becker spoke of the contribution made to the ecumenical scene
by the Sunday School Movement, including the work of the World Council
He welcomed the

of Christian Education, now merged with the WCC.

proposal.

Other members welcomed the proposal and suggested that an international
conference could be the climax of a number of projects carried out in

the regions over the next two years.
The Regional Secretaries agreed to support the proposal that the WCC
convene a conference in 1980.

In discussion it was pointed out that the use of the term ''Sunday
school" would be less meaningful in some regions than in others and
it was suggested that the accent of the conference should be on children,

rather than on ''Sunday school".

Inter-regional Cooperation

Regional Secretaries gave brief reports on ways in which there could
be closer regional cooperation in practical ways:

1. Tosh Arai - Christian Conference of Asia
Asia would like to invite representatives from the regions to the

4th Asian Ecumenical Centre to be held in 1979.

2. Luis Reinoso - Latin America
Hopes to invite regional representatives to the 1978 CELADEC

Assembly, preceded by four days of Workshop.

3. Emily Gibbes - USA
In 1979 a conference to be held in USA for people involved in both

professional and voluntary capacity in Christian education.




4. Eckart Schwerin - GDR
An IQV1t§tion issued for Regional Secretaries to hold the
meeting in the GDR.

195 4

He welcomed the reports from the regions and felt these made an
He asked that cooperation be

1m20rtant contribution to our work.

gﬁaipdEd by the sharing of materials, help and advice, and the
1“g_°f programmes and time-tables of conferences being held in
the various regions.

5. Akafwale Muyale - Africa
be informed of all future plans. He

1 Training are to be held, and

for school leavers in the region.

Regional Secretaries will
noted that Workshops on Vocationa
stressed the importance of these

6. Roy Chapman - Europe

He outlined the plans which
conference in 1980. These P
from Europe following the earlier
taries. The conference plans envisag
by WCC, ECCE and others yet to be approached.
lay major emphasis on Children within the Churc
today and tomorrow. The venue would probably b

an international
tiated with colleagues
discussion by the Regional Secre-

e a joint venture sponsored
The conference would

h and Society of
e in Switzerland.

had been made for
lans had been ini

7. Maurice Assad - Middle East

+hat the meetings of Regiona
t the regions are 1n partnership with the

WCC and that this partnership requires expression. He noted that
the Middle East region largely works in Arabic, but that materials
and documents relating to a wideriarea would be translated into
English and distributed to Regional Secretaries. He noted the
special relationship with the Africa region and hoped that this
would continue and deepen.

1 Secretaries

He expressed the hope
would continue, noting tha

8. Bruce Deverell - Pacific

Special cooperation with the Asian region noted.

gescifford Payne - Caribbean
Will share information and documents with Regional Secretaries.
Should it prove possible to have the Regional Secretaries meeting

outside Geneva, the Caribbean region would be glad to be host.

tively of the meetings W
1d be possible to hold t

ith Regional Secre-

Ulrich Becker spoke apprecia
hem in succeeding

taries and hoped that it wou
years.

in Geneva

It was agreed:
t in the

- that, if possible, a Regional Secretar
in 1978 on dates to be later agreed.
GDR in 1979 was noted with gratitude.

- to continue to exchange materials, and initiate visit
regions whenever and wherever possible.

ies meeting be called
The invitation to mee

s between the
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on Education and the Re

Relationship between the Working Grou

: : y he reque
Group had taken Up the IequUess
he Working Report of 1976 meeling; PP

ee
b werin are members of the
ttended as a consultant. In

lready established.

Secretaries

Ulrich Becker reported that ti
made by Regional Secretaries 1n >
X : Eckart Sch

He noted that Luis Reinoso and i
Working Group, and that Emily Gibbes has a
oups 15 48

this way a link between the two grI
; . i to have a
He noted that the Working Group did not flnd }t gﬁssﬁgiiing Group is
joint meeting with the Regional Secretarl€s, as edefined task (cf
appointed by the Central Committee, with a clea;ig Working Group'did
Document 4 on the role of the Working Group)énd ayresdiial 0l exchange
gested that

Group also sug

ttend the meetings of

agree that there must be close cooperatiop,
of reports and other documents. The Working
the Moderator and Vice-Moderator be invited to a

Regional Secretaries.
position as outlined by

Discussion: Regional Secretaries accepted the ;
Ulrich Becker, and agreed to the suggestion that the Moderator an
Vice-Moderator of the Working Group be invited to the Regional Secre-

raryes meetingss
suggestions of the

The point was strongly made that the discussion and 3
Regional Secretaries should be fed into the discussion of the Working
It was pointed out that there could be a situation when there
oup, and that in
uld be minimal.

Group.
were no Regional Secretaries serving on the Working Gr

such a case personal contact between the two groups Wwo

Regional Secretaries were glad to note that the Working Group had
agreed that Regional Secretaries could be invited should necessity
arise, and that such an invitation could be extended to individual
Regional Secretaries at any time.

Role of Regional Secretaries
A discussion was begun on the role and position of Regional Secretaries.

Roy Chapman made the point that the name "Regional Secretary'" was a
mis-nomer, and that it was more accurate to speak of 'Secretaries from

In this way the difficulty of '"Regional representation"
At this point Maurice Assad intervened
he item "Relationship

the Regions''.
at meetings could be overcome.
to point out that this should be discussed under t

of Regional Secretaries to the Office of Education', and it was agreed
to discuss the matter further on Friday, October 7, 1977.

Friday, October 7, 1977

Relationship between the Regions and the WCC

(See Doc. 2 '"Report of the Staff Working Group on Education')

Maurice Assad stressed the partnership between Regions and the WCC. He

argued that Regional Secretaries represent the regions to the WCC, and
urged that this should be acknowledged and acted upon.




Ulrich Be
REaionkl gZi;eQOted that not every member is an officially appointed
ary and therefore members of the group have different

status.

the WCC,

uld be full cooperation with
exre-

cils are independent bodies and th
ave freedom of action in coopera-

goithrai agreed that there sho
fu elt that the Regional Coun
tore Secretaries in the Regions must h
ing or not with the WCC.

ClLiE By !
ford Payne: Our group 1S made up of Regional Secretaries and

Nation i : .
TherefgieSEEretaries of Education in our Own regions and not of wCC.
, how do we relate to the Office of Education and how can Wwe

express that cooperation?

1. Share information with WCC and with one another.

2 < w - . . - . .
tggncan take initiative for action in the reglons an
s/ or the Tegions may take initiative and invite

cooperation of the WCC.
ource centre for material or P

d seek coopeTar
help and

3. WGCE can act as a Tes ersonnel .

Bruce Deverell stressed the importance of close relationship between
Regional Secretaries and the WCC, and therefore those present in the

group should be those officially representing Christian Education woTk
in the regions. This would mean exceptions for North America and Europe.

Emily Gibbes: WCC structures nust not be imposed in areas where region-
le or desirable.

alization is not possib

it is not possible

nt European situation,
lved in inter-Church

Roy Chapman: With the prese
e of organizations invo

to represent the whole rang
cooperation.

Canadian colleagues to seek

ed that he consult with
Roy Chapman and Eckart

Ulrich Becker suggest
nfor representation.

an acceptable solutio
Schwerin to consult with other European groups and churches to seek
ways of resolving the problem of European representation. Until these

problems are resolved, Emily Gibbes, Roy Chapman and Eckart SchweTrin
should be present at the Regional Secretaries meetings.

direct actio

and churches in the regilons

t+ have freedom 1O act
nal Secretaries be kept

n between the WCC

d that the WCC mus

The matter of
ed that Regilo

was raised. Members agree
directly with churches, but request .
tiated. In thils way cooperation

informed of projects and programmes ini
can be deepened and regional help given whenever possible. Chuiches in
regions should be encouraged themselves 1O make full use of regional
help and advice, and the WCC ijtself should encourage church oodiee to
do this. This means being sensitive toO different regional situations.
d to continue with the name "Regional Secretaries',

North America and Europe,

the particular problem O .
In each of our meetings,

The group 2 ree
this title.
n Document

due regard to

having
where it is not possible to use ' _
we should take note of the comments and proposals contained 1

1 Contacts" fpp. Bndiie Report of the Staff

""Regiona

No. 2, Section 4
Education).

Working Group OR




{oied - t in these
1 5 1 -e the WCL involvemen
; outlined discussion I€ - o v
?ééécgofzgg::: "Family Ministries, point (b)é-g?'
Working Group on Education, Document 4, pp-
s on national programmes rathe

International Year ot the Child

r than inter-

Noted: UNICEF puts focu
but leaving open

national celebrations of the Year.

The WCC will in general follow this line of approach,

the possibility of regional consultations.
4 : i ways on the
World YNCA: Being a Women's organization, the Child 1s al YIYC7 o
be made during the S
doing with and for children.

agenda. What particular contribution can
in 80 countries has been asked what they are PR
o the "'whole"

This has raised the level of interest 1in many areas. i
replies, the World YWCA is suggesting attention be pal

child and programmes related to this concept.

Office of Education: a new staff member to be responsible f. 5
programmes will be appointed and this will enable a continuing pro

gramme for children's concerns to be carried out.
Church assemblies being urged to highlight
The focus

or children's

Lutheran World Federation:
the 'IYC = ‘this iwilldi shring concernsiiof {the TYC to the fore.

will be on "The child in the educational process'.

The Regional Secretaries shared their plans - these reflected the pro-
grammes of advocacy of the needs and status of children, and practical

outworking of such programmes.

Suggestions for the WCC
Is it possible to collate concepts of rights of children from different

regions, and challenge governments to see if these rights are being
Could the WCC take up this suggestion by requesting

carried through?
member churches to note a response to children's rights, and how these
can be implemented in their country or region?

The Office of Education can encourage other WCC units to take up the
concerns of children and their status and needs, and provide necessary

information and papers to stimulate the subject.
The Office of Education can initiate regional consultations and in
particular regions to carry through some practical celebrations of the
International Year of the Child.

Two particular plans should be noted from USA and Middle East:

a) USA: "IYC is designed to provide a framework for advocacy on behalf
of children, particularly those most vulnerable and disadvantaged,

in both the developed and developing countries'.

b) Middle East: Theme: '"Liberation of the Child".
Preparation of material for children
by children

Conference or meetings of children.



Regional Secretaries Future Meetings

Agreed: %Ene 12-17, 1978 in Geneva.
eéme: Concentrate discussion on our concern for the ehald;;

taking Uup points 2 & 3 on page 3 of this Teport:

- how can we take children seriously, and deal with them as
true persons?

- 1f we take children seriously, and deal with them as true
Peérsons, how will this affect our models for Christian
education and influence our Christian education methods?

zsghpfigiOnal Secretary to prepare a presentation highlighting concerns

Executigeagme on this special theme. The material prepared by the
ommittee would form part of the presentation. It was agreed

that we need to discuss the subject in depth and not only case studies.

depth, introduced in such a way

Programme: Discussion of subject in
an intellectual level.

to provoke discussion at

Presentation of Regional reports on the subject.

Bible study should be included on the theme, if possible
with Hans-Ruedi Weber.

Time to be given for other programme points, either raised
by the Office of Education or by the Regional Secretaries.

Request that if possible all members of the Office of
Education staff should be present at the meeting.

Clifford Payne, Maurice Assad and Bruce Deverell agreed
to present opening discussion papers.

Eckart Schwerin agreed to present a case study and theolo-

gical reflection.

Luis Reinoso suggested that there is an urgent need for

the group to have in its next meeting a panel of experts

in the social, political, economic, educational and theolo-
gical fields, in order to make an analysis of the world
situation. This analysis should be the frame of reference
for beginning our work and the panel should be formed by
persons who do NOT belong to the group, so that objectivity
can be achieved. There would be questions for clarification
but the discussion itself would not take place at that time.

Closer Cooperation in relationship with the.Reglons
(cf Report of Staff Working Group on Education, pp. 3-4)

Three proposals submitted by the Staff Working Group were considered:

seen as making a vital and useful contribution to the need
her those involved in different educational programmes,

). This was
int for similar action in every region.

to bring toget
and to provide a blue-pr
Members stressed the need for a more integrated approach to Christian

education.
Clifford Payne and Bruce Deverell quoted from reports of their regions

which stressed this need.




rah is proposed project cou%d be
e Whiﬁz EZiZbgean and the Middle East.
i i i for an experimental project
ivel it might be possible ' .
Altergatlyzcglbetweeﬁ a number of member churches in a region,
e ther than across a whole region.

e.g. in USA or in Africa, ra
these would be teams of Stafk

2) Team visits in the given region - _ ; Chiridds
: members concerned with education (theological education, ian
education, lay training, etc.). . b

i i ful for staff to know the members

It is seen that this would be helpfu ing from team visits

in addition to the help and encouragement result
in encouraging the region to

for the visit shguld bg
structured meetings with

Three regions iden 1€¢
possible are: The Pacific,

Regional Secretaries could be involyed
request such a visit. Clear objectives
identified, planned in advance, and with

key personnel.

The staff should also take initiative for team visits and make
suggestions for regional team visits. Regional Secretaries would
welcome being involved.

3) Proposal to make full use of the Education Newsletter welcomed.

Education Friendship Teams
(see Document '"'Church's Role in Education in Africa')

Whilst the paper is concerned with Africa, this can be seen and dis-
cussed in a wider perspective. This suggestion makes possible full

use of personnel available in a region.
It is suggested that a working

As an initial proposal it is welcomed.
paper be prepared outlining aims, objectives, and relating it to a

wholistic approach in education, without particularizing on one region
This would create a new dimension for WCC work, and for

or country.
regional work.

GRC/UB/chc
311208



REGIONAL EDUCATION SECRLTARIES MEETING
Bossey, October 2-8 1977

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Rev. Tosh Arai,

Christian Conference of Asia,
480 Lorong 2,

Toa Payoh,

Singapore 12.

Dr. Maurice Assad,
Middle East Council of Churches,
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Kast E1-Nil,
Cairo,

Egypt.

Rev. G. Roy Chapman,
National Christian LEducation Council,

Robert Denholm House,
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Redhill,

Surrey RH1 4HW,

United Kingdom.

(Also representing the Luropean Conference of Christian

Education - ECCE)

Rev. Bruce Deverell,
Pacific Conference of Churches,

P.0. Box 208,
Suva,

Fiji.

Ms. Emily V. Gibbes,

National Council of the Churches of Christ,
475 Riverside Drive,

New York, NY 10027,

USA.
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All Africa Conference of Churches,

PO, cBox 20501,
Nairobi,
Kenya.
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g::ibbean Conference of Churches,
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Port of Spain,
Trinidad,
West Indies.

Luis F. Reinoso, 3 :
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Latin American Evangellcal Commiss1lo
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Avenida General Garzon 22005,

Lima 11,
Peru.

Rev.

Rev. Eckart Schwerin, ! Work
Secretary for the Commission on Church

with Children and Confirmation Can41dates,
Federation of Protestant Churches 1n the GDR,
Auguststrasse 80,

104 Berlin,

German Democratic Republic.

Guest

Mrs. Nina Soto,
Apartado (01) 142,
San Salvador,

E1 Salvador,
Central America.

Representatives of other ecumenical agencies

Ms. Erika Dulken,
Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA),

37 Quai Wilson,
1201 Geneva, Switzerland.

Ms. Jossy Keiluhu,
Young Women's Christian Association (YWCA),

37 Quai Wilson,
1201 Geneva, Switzerland.

Dr. Anza A. Lema,
Lutheran World Federation,

150 route de''Ferney;
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland.

Dr. Herbert G. Schaefer,
Lutheran World Federation,
150 route de Ferney,

1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland.




World Council of Churches staff

Ms. Florence Addison,

Secretary for the Scholarships and Leadership
Development Programme.

Dr. Ulrich Becker, :
Director of the Sub-unit on Lducation.

Miss Christine Coates,

; : ) : ation.
Administrative Assistant, Sub-unit on Educ

Prof. Paulo Freire, : : 3 L
Special Consultant to the Sub-unit on Educ



MEETING OF 3
THE REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL SECRETARIES

B
(Bossey, Geneva, October 2=8, 1977)

Sunday October 2

18‘30 -

20.15

20.00

Monday October 3

07.30 ~ 0B.30
08.30 - 09.00
09.00 - 10.30
10.30 - 11.00
11.00 - 12.30
12530 -

14.30 - 16.00
16.00 - 16.30
16.30 - 18.00
18.30

Tuesday October 4
07.30 - 08.30
08.30 - 09.00
09.00 - 10.30
10.30 - 11.00
11.00 - 12.30
52,50

14.30 - 16.00
16.00 - 16.30

PROPOSED AGENDA

Arrival of participants during afternoon

Dinner

Introductions, informal evening.

Breakfast
Worship

Report on developments
(cf. Report of Working
of Central Committee,
activities of various

Coffee/tea
Discussion

Lunch

Discussion continued

Coffee/tea
Discussion continued

Supper / evening free

Breakfast
Worship

Regional Presentations:

Coffee/tea

Regional Presentations:

Lunch

Regional Presentations:

Coffee/tea

in Sub-unit on Education
Group on Education, report
individual reports on
sections of the

Sub-unit)

Africa, Asia, Caribbean

Europe, Latin America,
Middle East

North America, pacific



World Council of Churches
Programme Unit on Education and Renewal

Sub-unit on Education

MINUTES OF THE
REGIONAL EDUCATION SECRETARIES MEETING
(Le Cénacle, Geneva, June 12-17, 1978)

Monday, June 12
Ulrich Becker welcomed Regional Secretaries and introduced the

agenda for the meeting.

Aim _and Purpose of the Regional Secretaries Meeting
ation and

To further the close links between the Sub-unit on Educ

the Regional Secretaries and the Working Group of the Sub-unit

on Education.

2. To take up the matters raised at the meeting of Regional
Secretaries in October 1977 regarding the "Concern for the Child":

- how can we take children seriously and deal with them as true

Ls

persons?
- if we take children seriously, and deal with them as true
persons, how will this affect our models for Christian educa-
hristian education methods?

tion and influence our C
and to receive presentations from the regions on this subject.

3. To relate the work and concern of Regional Secretaries to the
important mee#ings being held later in 1978/1979, when a review
of the Unit III programme will take place:

The timetable for the programme review being as follows:
Meeting of Regional Secretaries

June 1978 :
August/September 1978: Meeting of the Working Group
September 1978 Meeting of the Review Committee

: Meeting of the Central Committee.

January 1979
iscussion to bear in mind the serious financial
f Churches and the consequent

4. In all the d
position of the World Council o
reduction in the budget of Unit LI

Agenda for the Meeting

The agenda for the meeting had been cir
proposed, with the amendment that discu
place on Thursday morning, June 15th.

meeting should take
Presentation by the WCC Acting General Secretary : An Overall View
of WCC Concerns and Programmes

lowing main

Dr. Konrad Raiser addressed the meeting and made the fol

culated and was agreed as
ssion on the date of the next

points:



f review of programmes
has now entered into & 2 threg years ago, and looks
e Nairobi AssembIY Ofgss This: 155a time to assess
y in 1 id developments since the

following the
forward to the next Assembl g
the programmes and to respon

Nairobi Assembly.
mphases Wwere

2. At Nairobi four programme € reapprai
Committee will have the task of d Eg they Ak

seeing if they have worked out an

1.

jdentified and the Review

sing those emphases and
e still relevant.

The four emphases are: HaiAl

a) The expression and communication of the d to share the Faith,
: il 0 Fig

The WCC must help the church 1n thihwghose of other living

including a meaningful dialogue Wi
faiths.

Church and Society - the challenge pTe
technology and science, and the meetin ;
y and sustainable society

sented by modern
g of that challenge.

The seaxrch for a just, participator

Elements in this programme thrust are:

- Involvement of the WCC in development'policy;_
- Study and reflection on proposed new international

b)

economic order;
Role of multi-national corporations;

- Moral concepts in economic concerns;
Militarism and armaments race - the church's concern

for peace and disarmament; .
Programmes on human rights and their implementation;

- New styles of community 1life.
The unity of the church and its relationship to the unity

of humankind:

- Inter-church relations;
- How churches can be more effective in their witness to

the unity of humanity;
- Patterns of relationships in mission and service - the

ecumenical sharing of resources.
Education and renewal in search for true community:
This challenge still needs to be fully realized - the Sub-unit

on Renewal and Congregational Life was created, but there is
still a need for the WCC to relate the whole of its life to

d)

congregational life.

Relationships with Regional Councils and Confessional Bodies

In each of the seven world regions the WCC has strong ecumenical

partners. Th@s is seen as being basic and essential to the nature
of the ecumenical movement; therefore the WCC is anxious not to
hare closely in established programmes.

overlap in its work and to s




Th i i
wo;lgaézngzze‘years ha§ seen an increase in dialogue between the
sional Bodies and the WCC is seeking to redefine relation-

ships between itself and the WCB.

An essential contribution of the WCC is to relate its work to the

local church community.

In discussion the following points were made:

T ® i
he WCC is to relate to local communities, there must be clarity

e S i i
ommunication, and the relevance of WCC programmes must be
This constitutes a challenge

Egd:Iitgﬁd by local church communities.
Charhis ozszo;:VO}ved in ;he ecumenical movement to be part of the
unicatio : ;
local level. n from global to regional to national to
gg?;i?? was e;pressed that in many regions of the world, ecumenical
o7 ity and involvement is carried out by a small group of people:
same people are involved at all levels of activity.
iﬁrategy needs to be worked out to communicate to local communities
e content of discussion taking place at National and World Council

levels.

It was emphasized that local church communities, National Councils
and the World Council each have their own way of looking at 1issues,
and there is value in preserving the contribution which each can
make, whilst at the same time making it possible for each to know
and to recognize the special contribution of the others.

ple's Republic of China

Dr. Robert Parsonage - Visit to the Peo

Regional Secretaries and others heard a report by
the National Council of Churches of Christ, USA,
to China, and joined in an informal discussion on matters Tra

him.

Dr. Parsonage Of
on his recent Vst
ised by

Tuesday, June 13
lopments in the Sub-unit o

n Education in general

Report on Deve

Ulrich Becker reported:
has overtaken the WCC and the

This has led to an inability
b-unit on Education with
financial cuts in 1979 mean
k of the Sub-unit,
or its work.

crisis which

1. The serious financial
the budget.

consequent cutting of :
to appoint 2 staff member in the Su

responsibility for Children. Further
that priorities must be established for the wor
and the Sub-unit itself must find additional funds f

of Executive Secretary fort
Masamba ma Mpolo

The staff position
d by the appointment of Dr.

Office 1s now fille
from Zaire.

he Family Ministries




be respo 4 P
a staff member to Ponsiny, .
nt has been madecﬁﬁich Related Educational {nsFltutizﬁﬁgg
h Sponsored or an Orthodox woman from Ethiopja,k ™ =
Atsedz g:zziaZ{ll be able toO take up her POSition
a

An appointme
for the Churc

Programme - Ms.
It is hoped that Ms.

in the next months. :
Review Committee (see memo),

2. Attention was drawn to the work of tge Sragraph By endiend
Special attention was drawn to page <, P were asked to have
questions outlined. Regional Secretarlgiscussion.
these questions in mind throughout the

inutes of the
Attention was also drawn to the extract fggm EZit?ng Rl
1976 WCC Cémtral Committee, pages SO_and ’
programme for the Sub-unit on Education.

: ramme
Report of the Scholarships and Leadership Development Prog

Florence Addisem reported (Cf. Central Committee Minutes,page S51).

: - in
The Programme has attempted to follow the guidelines as settﬁgt
Particular reference was made to Minute C6 -

the Minutes. ; it
Scholarships Programme is seeking ways to enable children to joln
with parents when and wherever possible.

It was noted that candidates from developed countries are being
sponsored and that many are seeking exposure to life in developing
This was

countries rather than to study in academic institutions.

welcomed.

Short study and attachment courses are being encouraged and supported:
the Programme seeks to respond to needs regarding the type of courses
and to offer advice on the courses that are available.

supported,

The financial cuts have raised serious questions regarding the
continuation of the WCC Scholarships Programme and an early decision
must be taken with regard to the future of the Programme.

In discussion the Regional Secretaries noted that regional scholar-
ship programmes make a formative contribution, but emphasized the

need for the WCC Scholarships Programme to both supplement regional
programmes and to service areas of the world where regional programmes

are not available.
The Regional Secretaries therefore strongly urge that the WCC Scholar-
whilst

ships and Leadership Development Programme should continue,
appreciating that in some regions regional programmes will become
preferable because of current political situations.
The hope was expressed that the WCC could exercise a_-coordinating
role between regional scholarships programmes, and to make known the
kind and type of courses available. The WCC should also continue to
stress the importance of Leadership Development in order to work
towards the provision of leadership that the church requires and will
continue to require in a changing world situation. The Regional
Secretaries believe that regional programmes alone would miss the

t which is so important in the future

ecumenical and global elemen
leadership of tﬁe Church.




Report on the Family Ministries Programme

The emphasis has now moved from
ts in various parts of the
ly education at local levels.

Dr. Masamba ma Mpolo reported.
fund raising in order to support projec

world to encouraging programmes of fami
The Family Ministries office is a forum for the discussion of new
léeas, gnd it relates to other organizations concerned with family
ministries topics and issues.

Areas where the Family Ministries Programme should be involved:
Assisting local churches to involve themselves 1in crucial

issues of family ministries;
AL "Is the family

- Asking questions such as, ''What is the family
only to be thought of in terms of the nuclear or extended family?"s

- Family planning,
- Divorce;
- A deeper theological understa

Att@tudes to children/women,
attitudes for educational programmes.

nding of marriage and family life;

and the implication of such

Ulrich Becker noted that the agencies supporting financially the
nsisting that the Programme be

Family Ministries Programme are i
confined to Population Studies, and if other areas of the Programme

are to be followed through, other funds must be found. He asked
der how the churches can support the

Regional Secretaries to consi

Family Ministries Programme. This attachment of conditions to the
funding of the Programme is a new development and prior to this
development the churches were not asked to support the Programme
financially the new situation demands a reappraisal in practical
terms of the importance of the Family Ministries Programme 3as
affirmed so enthusiastically by the Nairobi Assembly.

ly life programmes particularly

taries reported on fami
Pacific. The Pacific region is looking

Regional Secre
ficer responsible for the family life

in the Middle East and the
for a replacement‘of an of

programmes.
s were asked to keep the Family Ministries

ecretarie
regional programmes.

e need for a WCC Office of Family

der perception of the needs and
urely in the regiomns.

The Regional S
Office informed of

Regional Secretaries affirmed tb
Ministries in order to have a Wil
problems of family life than can be found p

Regional Secretaries recommend that a letter be sent to member
churches setting out the problem of financial assistance and seeking
back up the enthusiasm for the Family

practical support in order to
shown at Nairobi, and the enthusiasm shown for

Ministries Programme
the International Year of the Child,




he Sub unit on Education and the Programme &
the =
e ucation (PTE)

Pl e establish

] Education

] age 50, A .
Ref: 1976 Central Committee Minutes, psﬁb-unit 2 asatiel
tge.closest collaboration bgtwe?ﬁ the
Theological Education in Unit i
iscussion taking place. 248
Ao education 2 specia

i Chrisﬁian Christian education
es ! I ; :
o n]g Christian education

on
- »

Cooperation be
for Theologica

Aharon Sapsezian introduced t
questions being raised are : S
dimension of Theological education?® .
run parallel with Theological education: s
an integral part of Theological education? -

:onship between
RS areas and

ared evidence of th‘ 1 :

nd Christian education 1n som Pl =

ian education study ;n R
raise the :

Eion in order to £ind the

Regional Secretaries sh

theological education a
evidence of the lack of Christi
was suggested that there is a need to Treap
content of Theological and Christian educa

models of study necessary for today.

. 4 - i the

Regional Secretaries welcomed, as an important CO“trlbUtli?OEO

debate and its practical outworking, the closer collaboratil

between the two WCC Sub=-units.
rry to learn

and that

In

bers here were very SO

At this point in the meeting, mem
her of Akafwale Muyale,

of the serious illness of the fat :
it was necessary for him to return immediately to Africa.

consequence, the agenda of the meeting was revised.

Revised Agenda
Akafwale Muyale gave a brief report on the AACC's involvement in
He noted the full involvement

the International Year of the Child.
of churches through governmental and non-governmental agencies, and
the backing of regional Christian Councils in the PYC .

Next Regional Secretaries Meeting

Eckart Schwerin invited the Regional Secretaries to hold the next

meeting in the German Democratic Republic. Such a visit would be

coupled with celebrations of the International Year of the Child,

and he appealed for material from other countries to be used in an

exhibition and festival of children (photographs, stories, pictures,
Such material to be sent by end of August 1978, if possible.

etc..
Background infermation on the work of the Church in the GDR was

circulated.
The dates of the meeting will be May 3-12, 1979, in Berlin.

The programme will include a visit of three days with a member
church of the Federation of Protestant Churches in the GDR, and
the opportunity to take part in one of the festival celebrations.



office.

There would be a conference with church leaders and the ModeratoTl
cerned with the IXYC. The Regional

gf the G?vernment Committee con

aﬁgrzgar1es meeting would take_place May 8-12. Travel arrangements
rrespondence to be coordinated by Ulrich Becker in the Geneva

Each Regional Secretary will have a contact in the GDR.

lated Educational

Programme for Church Sponsored oOr Church Re
Institutions

$i21§2b?3;§ir reported.on‘develop@ents and experiments taking

co h on Education's role in the past months has mostly been

spond to numerous requests from the field for the Programme and
meeting in

the six case studies presented at the Ad-Hoc Committee
the new staff member should be able

1977. As interest is soO high,

to carry the Programme forward without difficulty.

Attention was drawn to discussion on Church related care for

$rphaned and a?andoned children (cf. Document: The International
ear of the Child and the World Council of Churches, p- 19):

Collection of Common Catechetical Programmes

ocument compiled by Yushi Nomura "Together 1n Faith -
§ Models of Common Catechetical programmes'' Was
e Regional Secretaries.

The complete d
A Collection ©
circulated to th
Roy Chapman regretted that the definition of common catechetical
programmes related only to inter—confessional models as defined
as Protestant/Catholic/Orthdox, and asked that a collection of

interdenominational programmes be included in this collection.

any further responses received from
hould be shared

e Assad requested that
lation of the report s

lowing the circu
dix prepared.

Mauric
churches fol

and an appen
ngregations evaluate the

Eckart Schwerin queried how the local co
programmes outlined. He suggested more background information
should be given in order tO make the programmes meaningful for

other countries.
inter-denominational

lated and used 1n
d inter-faith

nternational,
have been trans

quested inclusion of i
produced catechisms an

Tosh Arai Té€

and denominational catechism which
other areas, aS well as privately
education programmes.

The collection of material a

WCC Library. '
The Regional Secretaries request that 2 comprehensive f1stvol
curriculum programmes be made available.

vailable will be made available tO the



el

tment of the Lutheran

i :on Depal
Report on the Christian Educatl® .
i in asked are: ''How i
Questlons bi;a% end do we have i
TO Following the

Federation
fer reported. . TTong A
gt 10Tk bei
jdered are belng

. Herbert Schae > :
82 define Religious InStrUCtiqnio&s gduc
et i IRSEEUCRIAD, Bl 1gorities to be cons ed by the WCC.
recent Assembly of thg LYF'agzlthe work being pursu
devised so as not to uplic :
These priorities include: s g Religi?us.lnStrECtlon?

whole 1en as a worshippineg an

- Where is the Church in th? EariG
What is the Church's special fun
learning community?
: . ioNn.
Baptism, Confirmation and First Communl e
teTl .
Cross-cultural studies of age group charac

Leadership and Teacher Training-
es for the

Continuing Education for Adults. ARaA T 8
e the major priorits

(The last two issues mentioned ar
next sevem years).

¢ i and
Dr. Schaefer expressed a hope for cooperation at Eho nitloﬁiles for
regional level between the LWF and WCC agencies. He also Chgld
cooperation with the WCC in the International Year of the ;

Wednesday, June 14

Presentation and Discussion of the "Concern for the Child"
Clifford Payne : "Growing Up Absurd Trinidad Style".
A view of the political and social
situation in Trinidad, especially
as it affects children and
adolescents (Document circulated).

Presentation 1 :

: (Background documents circulated on
the Middle East Council of Churches'
Department of Christian Education :
1. Report of the Department '77-'78
2. Proposed Programme for Childrens

Concerns in the Middle East.)

Presentation 2 : Maurice Assad

Liberation of the Child

1. Each child is unique.
Our societies often demand that our children fit into the norms
of society. :
The International Year)of the Child gives an opportunity to

re-think childhood.
(cf. Aim of Proposed Programme for Children, p. 2).



W :
b; SSZEienable the child t? approach Christ - we can prevent this
ng to mould the child after our image and refuse it the

opportunity to develop in its own way.

;Ee Child in the Church.

mu:tc221d is a memper of the church and this means the church

The litiipF the ?hlld as part of the community of the church.

v i glcal life of.the church (especially Orthodox churches)

i nique opportunity for children (icons, candles, singing,

o 5 s etc...). However, the child, along with the adult,

edition: ggdiyitand the meaning of liturgical practice. Special

iturgical bo i i -h i ,

goulé WP tha%. oks, especially designed for children,

O?ptism of the child is the sign of rebirth within the community

oRy _i church - the child is identified as a Christian person,
its growth and nourishment begins and continues in the

Christian community.

3. The child: a committed person in society
How can the child be helped and enabled to be nurtured as a
member of the Christian community and as a full member of the
ing question the Christian

total §ociety? This is a challengl
community must face.

The child should be enabled to make his choice when confronted

by the values of society. Too often children are conditioned to
make the expected choices and accept the values of society around

them.

What is the future for our children?
we preparing for them? - In the Middle East,
pose special problems.

How can we help our childr
them with means of making
to the development of society?

Middle East.

This may require encouraging self-
educational process must bring toge
parent and child, so that all learn an
(The birth of a child is also the birt
in the home 1is vital to Chri
The document "A Child in the

¢+ Faigame Tagoilelagi 2
Culture' was circulated and

- What kind of society are
schooling and housing

e in the future, equipping
make a contribution

tal need in the

en to cop
true judgements and
EY ThsPish avy

reliance in the child. The
ther Teacher and Learner,
d all teach, and all share.

h of a parent).
stian formation.

The church

Presentation 3
spoken to.

Documents circulated “"The Child

as a Person", and the English
iculum.

translation of new EUErl

The paper raised immediate comment related to ways in which the
faith is shared with children, methodology, commitment, the child
and worship, the social forces in society. Points to be taken up
in later discussion.

Presentation 4 : Eckart Schwerin
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Art in Asia) -
jculum materials in order

i ilable CUr:
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e Lo pdth ons to produce their own

s to be present at
entre, Hong Ko‘ng

to help local regi
ded to T elegate

ion-extenhe gitet cumenical C
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ork of Tosh Arai is acting

h Asian E
ant v

t an importd 3
1tant 1N Asia.

Special invitat
August 1979 meetin
noted tha

jcipate indthe

to part :
Sace 2 is making a slow

Florence Addison
as Scholarships Committee consu
An additional task is encouraging chur feinoted,
International Year of the Child - this, e e i church which
start, but he believed that eventually it wou
ntribution.
roblem of Child-
the problem = he

would make the most valuable coO
of the growing P
much aware O
but confined to P
hite slavery taking

Ulrich Becker raised the question
Buying in Asia. Tosh Arai was VveTy .
- A cular
noted it was not a regional problem partl1ace s
He also noted awareness of w p
bat the problem.

areas.
areas of Asia.
The church has difficulty in acting alone to com
Some outside agencies are working in the area and the church pays
done. There are also internatlonal
cial basis. It was

lip-service to the work being
doptions on an offi
d Ulrich Becker

adoption agencies arranging a
recognized that this is a very sensitive area an
noted that further enquiries and investigations were being made
and he sought help from those closest to the region. This matter
will be taken as an important part of the Sub-unit on Education's
agenda during the next years.
It was suggested that the Christian Conference of Asia might be
tant matter for consideration and action.

urged to see this as an impor
was the need to help adopted children at the point 1in

e when they become aware of their identity.

Document circulated and spoken to:

A further point
"Christians and the Year of the Child"

their experienc
Presentation 6 Luis Reinoso :

d that this kind of statement receives wide publicity
In this

Luis Reinoso note
ducation Newsletter and other publication.
and the WCC is making a vital

through the WCC E
way, the real situation is made known,

contribution to the IYC.
hes on questions of

CELADEC publications are challenging the churc

development, social and political issues.
America for many organizations 10

The IYC is an opportunity in Latin

carry through special projects. CELADEC see it as an opportunity 1o

bring home to gbvernments of Latin America the real situation that
There is a need for a radical chang

surrounds and affects children.
Al cmriaty and nat maralvy imnrovement.



'we need a new

"What do we mean when we say

The question was asked:

ociety 1 :

ion;fter;n V{hiCh to llve'?"' - the creation of a 'new SOCietY' is a
plan, and there is also the need for immediate help for

the children who live in today's world.

Changes during thc past 5-6 years

in many respects for the
hips; growing repression;

In many aspects change has taken place -

Yg;;er;fETOWing number of military dictators
orms and educational reforms are being negatived; many

thousands of people are imprisoned, murdered or disappear.
aware of the problems
The church is growing

In spite of this, there are many Christians
‘done' and

igd 22 longer turning away from the problems.
gether with the people - Liberation Theology is being

goes on evolving in the Latin American situation.
it is the church of

The?e is a new understanding of the 'Church' -
Christ, the Church of Faith.
There are many hard years ahead; persecution is likely, il 0l

an enrichment within the church.
Roy Chapman : Document circulated and spoken to:

"Taking Children seriously and the
implication of this for Christian

education programmes''.

Presentation 7

The use of the Bible with children.

How children and adults can share worship.
e Christian faith as

The need for opportunity to experience th
the context in which the faith is shared - the importance of the
Christian community as the place of Christian education.
Questioning old models of Sunday schools - the need to reappraise

because of changing situations.
At what age can children share meaningfully in family worship?
ed to take the family seriously, and to

We must recognize the ne
encourage and support the vital role of the family in Christian

education process.

General Discussion

The Presentations and related discussion raised many questions

requiring consideration.
It is suggested that the questions are grouped under four main
headings, and that each main heading becomes a focus for discussion
of the main theme "How can we take children seriously?".
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ust _do our work \

. rogrammes challenged by th.

1onbgckground in which we fing €
jstian Education pro-

The context in which we m
n which the ChuTCh

1.
i ] Educat
far are our Christian UC?
?g:ial/Cultural/Economic/Polltzcaéur ol
ourselves, and to what extent :he Siiide 3
grammes present a challenge tO
is set?

Taking children seriously

How can the Faith be meaningfully sh
what context will such sharing pest :
(This main area includes a consideration

f Sunday School any relevance

ared with children, and in

ake place?
- gf SUCh relevant

questions as:
Has the traditional concept o
Worshipping/Learning

today?
What is the role of the Church as a
Christian Education?

community?
What is the role of the family in
4 t" for today and how can

What is the meaning of '"commitmen
it be expressed in the life of the church?)

3. The child in society
How can the Church advocate the rights of the child in society?
4. Taking children seriously involves taking adults seriously

How can the Church provide for the leadership necessary for

imaginative and effective work with children?
(This will include a consideration of how adults can continue

their growth towards Christian maturity).

Thursday, June 15
Discussion of the four main areas identified above

1; Context
Importance of Christian education programmes not only working

within the structure of society, but challenging Christians
the fulfilment of the Gospel

and others to see and work for
in society.

- Christian education programmes need to be defined in terms
that would include the Christian witness of the whole people

of God.
- Christian education programmes must be directed to adults

because of the necessity to deepen the witness of the church
pe a society in which our children can grow

in order to sha
in faith.
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- Befor : : 3
Ay ge;?eaklng apout Christian education programmes, we
e ine Fhe aim and_purpose of Christian Education; it

Possible to devise programmes which are challenged

by society and which challenge society.
0 : : J
ur Christian education must be a vehicle of the Holy Spirit

to work.
o |
he context, the content, the methods and the goal of Christian

e i :
::Fatlon are interrelated and must be held together in pre-
Paring programmes and carrying them out.

3. The Child in Society

X Whélst we must not fall into the trap of celebrating the IYC
and then forgetting the needs and rights of children, the IXC

presents a great opportunity for pressing governments and

other international agencies to recognize and implement the
Governments will be sensitive to pressures

rig@ts of children.
during the IYC and every opportunity should be taken in our

regions to exploit and use that sensitivity.
= Thg Church must continue to work for a society in which
children can grow and develop to a full maturity.
- It is necessary to help our churches, society and cultures to
understand that children do have rights - when Jesus set the
child in the midst and told us to learn from them, he was

asserting that children have rights.

Areas 2 and 4 were not discussed because of the lack of time.

In order to carry forward the discussion, it was agreed:

- that Regional Secretaries continue in their regions discussion
of the questions raised by the consultation in order to share
and discuss further with colleagues;
each Regional Secretary to communicate to Ulrich Becker and all
Such communications to be sent as

other Regional Secretaries.
soon as possible and not later than the end of 1978.

d and the World Council of Churches

The International Year of the Chil
document, and noted that plans include

Ulrich Becker spoke to the
flections on Christian education, and

theological reflections, Te
reflections on General education.

in the IYC has brought together several sub-
d that in regions and local churches

The concerns of the WCC
y the whole church and not

mits of the WCC, and it is hope
‘he concerns of the IYC will be shared b

ust those concerned with education.



+ to points on pages 17-3q
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g commen
the WCC position

s Bi
and to PromOteatgook "Jesus an

discover ST
&R er is writing

in 1978. :

tions and practices

wCcC Plans (the followin
of

a
) Hans-Ruedi Web
be published later |
radi
b) A booklet being prepared on Cguzﬁgrzst.
relating to children and the Eu o
e : i the Catholl -
Possibility of a joint participation with
) ils publishing in
At n by children

c) :
material written by children.
The National Christian Education Cou1561oems st

byt d experience -

Spring 1979 an anthology of A .
and young people, reflecting on their l1ife an
title '""Fresh Voices'".
A 3 se in
A workshop will be held at the Ecumenlcal_lnﬁtltUte’ R
"Theology of the Child".
oks and curricula

A SE1rSiE

d)
May 1979 on the theme
tion with

Noted importance of reviewing school text bo
material used in Christian Education programmes.

e)
consultation is planned together with PCR in connec
October 1978.

the Frankfurt Book Fair,
under Presentation 5).

£) (cf. p. 10 of this 'document,

8 Mt
h) Human Rights department of WCC to promote the Declaration and
the UN Declaration with commentary is being published in 1978.

The document has been sent to member churches together with a
covering letter from Philip Potter requesting comments, regional
plans, suggestions and advice on the proposals.

The document was welcomed by Regional Secretaries as a positive
contribution to the IYC, and especially welcomed the programme of

the WCC as being open-ended and not confined to special celebrations

in 1979
Tosh Arai noted that often our emphasis is on the suffering of
We must not overlook the point that they are also signs

children.
of hope and this must not be missed in our celebration of the IYC.

The WCC may be able to make photographs and posters available for
displays during the IYC, and copies of the exhibition planned for

1979 in the GDR will be available for Regional Secretaries.

Regional Secretaries welcomed this possibility and agreed it would

be useful material for regional events.
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Bible Study wi
with Hans-Ruedi Weber on ''Jesus and the Chil
based on texts:

An experime :
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Africa

Paulo Freire shared with the Regional Secretaries his experiences in
GUlpea-Bissau, Sao Tomé and Principe, Cape Verde and Angola, where
he is working, together with the Ministries of Education, in adult
literacy programmesS.

Ecumenical Education
The Regional Secretaries

A document was presented by Ulrich Becker.
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rom the paper and a summing

n was raise
£ answers emerge £
sue more clearly.
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cumenical education in regions.
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e WCC must be shared
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education programmes can be a means
must be helped to catch the vision as they are 2

- Local pastors
key to local congregations.
Youth programmes should include means of giving the ecumenical

The vision of th

vision.
stories of actual happenings can make
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other regions.



; d local areas to
2 regions al_l A Wap
get people i? in%erest in ecumenical action,'
oo people are, wWith their DrGHISHE
as 1t 1S poOssible °

- to
It is necessary °: 1 and generh 2
e horizons
er way leads to an

¥ a
to use the materi :
To do this one has ngbegzg 1ift the
concerns and urgenClprt;cess, put any oth
er issues:
e the task of only the

This may be a §low '

immediate dismissal of wid i

The task of ecumenical education cannot e work and programme
; Sug—unit on Education. It must be behin

of every part of the WCC.

hes and families 1in the GDR.

Theme for Next Meeting
"child-adult".

1. Reflection on visits made to churc
n community of

2. What is a "worshipping-learning

Saturday, June 17
Long Term Perspectives in the Area of Education
Arising from discussion it

Ulrich Becker introduced the document. :
2 form the special theme and

was agreed that paragraphe II, No. :
concern of the 1979 Regional Secretaries meeting, wit

"The Church as a Community for Worship, Learning and Witness'.

h the title

Maurice Assad to introduce the theme.
Regional Secretaries agreed that the four areas as outlined in the
paper are the priorities for the next three years, but that the order
should be amended to : 2 - 4 - 3 - 1. The title for paragraph 2 to
be amended to '"'The Church as a Community for Worship, Learning and

Witness''.
Preparation for the Bi-centenary of the Sunday School Movement 1980

The proposed conference would celebrate 200 years of the Sunday Schoo
Movement and would continue the initiatives of the IYC.

It is proposed that this conference be held in September or October
1980, in Austria or Yugoslavia, with approximately 150 participants.

Preparations to involve representatives of the WCC, the European
Conference of Christian Bducation (ECCE), the LWF, and Regional

Secretaries.
It is recommended that Regional Secretaries meeting in 1980 should

goincide with the International Conference, and therefore ensure the
involvement of Regional Secretaries in the international conference.

The programme for the 1980 conference to be prepared in time for
discussion by Regional Secretaries in May 1979.
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Education, and for their fellowship. In particular, thanks were
given tO Roy Chapman for once again taking on the additional

responsibility as minute-takeT.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Regi
lonal Secretaries

Gt

Stia

48 0 Lorozgcgnference of Asia,
Toa Payoh,

Singapore 12.

D . 7

Midd?nd Mrs. Maurice Assad,

s e Eaet Council of Churches,
7 Corniche E1-Nil

Kasr E1-Nil, ;

Cairo,

Egypt.

Rev: G. Roy Chapman,
National Christian Education Council,

Robert Denholm House,

Nutfield,
Redhill RH1 4HW,

Surrey,
United Kingdom.

Mr. Akafwale Muyale,
All Africa Conference of Churches,

P.0O. Box 14205,
Nairobi,
Kenya.

Rev. Clifford Payne,
Caribbean Conference of Churches,

p.0. Box 876,

port of Spain, |
Trinidad, West Indies.

Rev. Luis F. Reinoso, .
Latin American Evangelical Commission On
Chris#ian Education (CELADEC) ,

Avenida General Garzon 2267,

Lima 11,

Peru.
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104 Berlin, :
German Democratic Republic.
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(Pacific Conference of Cburches),
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Western Samoa.
Guest

Dr. Robert Parsonage,
National Council of the Church

475 Riverside Drive,
New York, NY 10027,

USA.

Representatives of other ecumenical apencies

es of:Chraist in the USA,

Mr. Gordon Ball,
World YMCA,

37 Quai Wilson,
1201 Geneva, Switzerland.

Mr. Youseff Hajjar,
World Student Christian Federation,

37 Quai Wilson,
1201 Geneva, Switzerland.

Ms. Jossy Keiluhu,
World YWCA,

37 Quai Wilson,
1201 Geneva, Switzerland.

Dr. Anza A. Lema,
Lutheran World Federation,

150 route de Ferney,
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland.

Dr. Herbert G. Schaefer,
Lutheran World Federation,

150 route de Ferney,
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland.

World Council of Churches Staff

Ms. Florence Addison,
Secretary for the Scholarships and Leadership
Development Programme, Sub-unit on Education.



Dr. Ulrich Becker,
Director of the Sub-unit on Education.

Rev. José Chipenda,
Programme to Combat Racism,

§§;§ ghristine Coates,
1 -
nistrative Assistant, Sub-unit on Education.

grOf: Paulo Freire,
pecial Consultant to the Sub-unit on Education.

Mr. Herman de Graaf,
Finance Coordinator of Unat- 1L

Mrs. Irmela K8hler, .
Administrative Assistant, Sub-unit on Education.

Dr. Masamba ma Mpolo, . ~
Executive Secretary for the Family Ministries S
Sub-unit on Education.

Dr. Konrad Raiser,
Deputy General Secretary.

Mr. Aharon Sapsezian, A tion.
Director of tﬁe Programme On Theological Educatil

. Hans.Ruedi Weber . . _ 7 _
g;crezgry for the Po;tfollo on Biblical Studies,
Sub-unit on Education.

. Ralph Young : e
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June 12-17, 1978)

PROPOSED AGENDA

Monday, June 12

WS Arriva ici
i 1 of participants during morning

15.00 AR
15‘30 R Coffee/tea
b K 16.30 .
0 : . 3
16.30 - 18.30 pening worship, introductions, approval of agenda
' i;eSentation.by WCC Acting General Secretary -
19 overall view of the WCC concerns and programmes
.00 - 20.00 Dinner
20515 - :
Informal discussion with Dr. Robert Parsonage,

of the National Council of Churches of Christ/USA,

on his recent trip to China

Tuesday, June 13

07.45 - 08.30 Breakfast

08.30 - 09.00 " Worship

09.00 - 10.30 Report on developments in the Sub-unit on Education
nts on Ecumenical Education,

in general (Cf. Docume
Common Catechetical Programmes)

10.30 = 11.00 Coffee/tea
1000 = 12,30 Discussion On the work of the Sub-unit on Education
12.30 Lunch

14 .80 7~ 16.00 Discussion continued

16.00 - 16.30
16.30 - 18.30

Coffee/tea
Discussionfcuntinued

19.00 - 20.00 DinneTr

Evening free (discussion continued if necessary)
Wednesday, June 14

Breakfast

07.45 - 08.30

08.30 - 09.00 Worship
09.00 - 10.30 Presentation and Discussion of
Child"
Opening discussion papers

"Concern for the

C. Payne / M. Assad

10: 30 =5 11500 Coffee/tea



F. Tagoilelagi/

jon papers :
4 E. Schwerilin

11.00 - 12.30 Opening discuss
Lunch
T, Arai f ks Reinoso

1'2.350
Regional presentations

14.30 - 16.00
16.00 - 16.30
16.30 - 18.30
19.00 - 20.00 Dinner

20.15 - 10.00 Discussion on 'Concern for the Child"

Thursday June 15
074 5 =108 <30 Breakfast

Coffee/tea
Regional presentations R. Chapman / A. Muyale

08.30 - 09.00 Worship
continued

09.00 - 10.30 Discussion on '"Concern for the Ghadidy

10.30 - 11.00 Coffee/tea

P00 =" 1230 Discussion continued

1230 Lunch
Afternoon free
Dinner at Ulrich Becker's home

Friday, June 16

07.45 - 08.30 Breakfast

08.30 - 09.00 Worship

09.00 - 10.30 Bible Study with Hans-Ruedi Weber on the theme:
; "Jesus and the Child"

10.30 - 11.00 Coffee/tea

11.00 - 12.30 Bible Study / discussion continued

12230 Lunch

Discussion of other Agenda items:

- Suggestions to Working Group on Education
Next meeting of the Regional Secretaries
Preparation of the Bi-centenary of the

Sunday School Movement 1980
- Any other business
Coffee/tea

Discussion continued

14.30 - 16.00

16.00 - 16.30

16.30 - 18.30
Dinner

19.00 - 20.00
Discussion continued

20.15 - 10.00
Saturday, June 17

07.45 - 08.30 Breakfast
08.30 - 10.30 Discussion of ""Any other business' continued
10.30 - 11.00 Coffee/tea
[ 1:35 = 13425 Closing worship
2480 Lunch
ernoon

Departure of participants during aft |
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TOGLETHER IN EAILTII

A COLLECTION OF MODELS OF COMMON CATLECHETICAL PROGRAMMLS

Sometimes it is seen in

Ig;-fiﬁ?i"iﬁal movement has many faces.
SHEURE & f dogglgglcal encounters that are hamme?ing a remarkable
miSUnderStand~r1nal consensus out of the deep differences and .
the efforts oings of the past. At other times it 1s_recogn12eq in
problem. And .Churches to respond JOlntly to aApartlcular soctal
of individual én countless towns and villages, it takes the form
e e Srlstlans and congregations reachlng‘out to one o 1
authorities ays, often with the blessing of their ecclesiastica
One of ecumenism's faces has begun only recently to attract much
attention. The belatedness of this recognition is the more curious,
considering the likely long-term impact of the phenomenon in
question and considering too the diversity of the social and

and occasionally without.

religious contexts in which it appears.
* With the end of Franco's regime in Spain, Protestant and

Romgn Catholic churches came together to produce an
entirely new syllabus for Christian education: - the
(the, Inter-

""Catequesis inter-confesional en la Lscuela"
Confessional Catechetics in School).
At a school in Alsace, France, where mentally-handicapped

*
and normal children are being taught together, it was the
Eorgclassesiangrelagionsithe
The

former who led the way.
practice was to divide Catholics and Protestants.
handicapped group understood the teachings about God the
Father, Jesus Christ, rand the Bible - but: they could not
understand why good friends in one class had to be

Earnest explana-

separated in order to learn such things:!
tions by teachers left them unconvinced, so finally it was

decided to develop a common Christian catechetics for the
Now Protestant and Roman Catholic children are

school.
being taught the faith together.
when 1t decided to

* Ghana went a dramatic step further,
prepare "A New Syllabus for Religious Lducation" that
gave full recognition to the point of view of Moslems as
well as that of Christians. ;

Such common catechetical programmes are taking shape in many parts
The purpose of this report is to introduce some ©

of the world.
the most notable examples of which we have learned.
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Medieval catechetics concentrated upon the teaching of the Apostles

Creed (the meaning of the Faith), the Lord's Praycr (llope) and the
The religious controversies of the

Ten Commandments (Charity).

16th century provided a great stimulus for the development of such
instruments - Luther's catechisms, Calvin's Geneva Catechism, the
Heidelberg Catechism and the Westminster Catechism among them. The
Reformers' initiatives sparked, in turn, Roman Catholic material

of a similar nature. Within Orthodoxy, "The Orthodox Confession of
the Catholic and Apostolic Eastern Church' appeared in the middle
of the 17th century. Reflecting the religious ethos of the period
in which they appeared, these catechisms in the main were aimed at
emphasizing particular denominational understandings of the faith

even when presenting basic Christian doctrine.

During the religious wars and doctrinal controversies that followed
much of this catechetical material lost its vitality and degenerateé
into rote learning exercises for pupils. Subsequently a reaction
set in, as educational thinking began to emphasize the drawing out
of a pupil's hidden abilities rather than merely the insertio% of

information into a passive recipient.

of
Pro




The Sunday School movement started in England in 1780, spreading

E to coqtinental Europe and North America. The Bible and the

' denominational catechism were its mainstays, indeed usually its

. only resources, until special Sunday School materials were developed
later. Instead of the Sunday School system, Roman Catholics con-=

. centrated on the provision of religious instruction within their

- own church-affiliated schools.

¢ Thus, by the end of the last century catechetics referred to all

- religious instruction apart from that provided in the liturgy and
preaching. Since then, onc of the most significant features of
modern Christian education has been its attempt, in reaction
against what is seen as a certain sterility in the abstract
catechisms of recent centuries, to adapt its method and content to
the modern secularized cultural context in which in many countries

it operates.

Common_..... This term is more familiar, and thanks to the modern
ecumenical movement, it has a renewed applicability in the area of
catechetics. The Lvangelical Free Church Catechism, published by
the National Council of Evangelical Free Churches in England and
Wales in 1898, was one of the first post-Reformation efforts to

break through denominational barriers in education.

such inter-denominational programmes are proliferating, and
The Oriental Orthodox Curriculum,

Armenian, Coptic, Ethiopian,

Today,
not only within Protestantism.

for example, is designed to serve the
Indian and Syrian Orthodox churches, and the considerable space

it devotes to an interpretation of the ecumenical movement in
general and the WCC in particular demonstrates an Orthodox openness

towards more '"'common' catechetical efforts.

More remarkable, however, are the initiatives that involve churches
of different confessional families, thus going beyond "pan-

Protestant" or 'pan-Orthodox'" cooperation within a particular
It is to efforts of this kind that, in

confessional tradition.
request from Nairobi, we have given special attentio:

response to the
therefore, 'common catechetical programmes" is under

In ‘thisrepont;
stood in terms of '"models of Christian interconfessional religious

instrictionts

Some responded to our questionnaire with information about inter-
denominational (as distinct from inter-confessional) programmes.

These are not the main focus of the present paper So we do not
report them in detail. They are listed below briefly, however, as
an expression of our gratitude and for the sake of those who may
want to pursue the contact further.

Australia/New Zealand: RELIGION IN LIFE
A Primary School Religious

Education Programme.

Rev. J.C. Howells,
The Council for Christian Education

in Schools,

55 Exhibition Strect,
ML LBOURNE 3000,
Australia.




w Zealand:

Australia/New 2€222=

Middle East:
(Arab countries,
Turkey and Iran)

South Africa:

Sri: Lanka:

United Kingdom:

P B

HRISTIAN LIFE

. Merritt,

ar f Christian Educ;
t poard © R Pratel
¢ Australid and New Zealand, &
o F

om 470, g
?37 Collins Street,

MELBOURSE,
Australia:
{E FAITH AT WOR

Menls Abdul NoOT,

E'{egi.meik Rehan streets
Garden City,

CAIRO,
Egypt-

BREAKTHROUGH

e, i
Mr. Derek A. Kotz f South Africa

Methodist Church © Af :
gﬁiistian Education & Youth Ministri

P, Box 215,
DURBAN 4000,
South Africa.

PUPILS' BOOKS - NON-ROMAN CATHOLIC
CHRISTIANITY

RELIGION AND LIFE .
(A series of teachers' guides)

Rev. Kenneth M. de Lanerolle,

Department of Lducation, . ‘
National Christian Council of Sti Lankas
678/7 Peradeniya Road,
KANDY,

Sri Lanka.

K CURRLCULUM
TI

PARTNERS IN LEARNING

THE PEOPLE OF GOD

Rev. G.R. Chapman,

National Christian Lducation Council,
Robert Denholm llouse,

NUTFIELD,

Redhill’,

Surrey RH1 4HW,

United Kingdom.

UNIFORM SERIES

- International Sunday School Lessons
- International Bible Lessons for
Christian Teaching

Ms. Emily V. Gibbes,

Div%sion of Education and Ministry,
National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America
475 Riverside Drive,

NEW YORK, NY 10027, USA.



‘patterns of Collaboration among Christians

with Roman Catholics. Vatican Il recognizced that the discord

" among Christian churches "openly contradicts the will of Christ and
(The lecree on Lcumenism).

provides a stumbling block to the world"
Blt went on to urge;: "Before the whole world, let all Christians
‘profess their faith in God. United in their efforts and with mutual

. respect let them bear witness to our common hope, which does not
fplay us false.'!" (The Decree on Education). By 1970, the Joint
 Working Group of the World Council of Churches and the Roman Cathiolie
 Church was able to report that an exploration was under way '"of the

i possibility of common texts to be used for an initial catechesis:of

' the central message of the Christian Faatin

' The Roman Catholic Synod of Bishops, which has its meeting at the

i time of writing this document, has as its theme ''Catechetics 1n our
Time'. Its advance documentation left some non-Catholic educators
 hoping for a stronger emphasis on ecumenism and for some reference

' to the possibility of a common catechetics.

' Meanwhile, experiments involving Roman Catholics and other Christians
'are moving ahead. 'The Common Catechism: A Christian Book of Faith"
appeared in 1973 (English version 1975), as the first major (unofficial)
{ joint statement of faith in catechetical form by Roman Catholics and

' Protestants since the rifts of the 16th century.1 It may take time

for the use of such material to become widespread - yet, as Voeltzer
comments in a book review, this publication comes as a prophetic sign

' pointing to the ecumenism of tomorrow.

.. with Orthodox. As this report illustratesi, It is easier to find

encouraging examples of cooperation between Protestant and Roman

Catholics than to point to common prOgrammes that involve Orthodox
churches. If there are such ventures which our efforts have not
sufficed to uncover, we would be most grateful to receive the

' information. We understand from Lgypt that a model has been developed
' in cooperation between Protestants, Roman Catholics and Orthodox. As

' yet, however, we have not succeeded in obtaining further information

on this programme.

' patterns of Collaboration with People of Other Faiths

n in this study has been to secure information

hetical programmes among Christians. In addition
istian unity, however, the World Council of Churches
help build bridges of understanding between Christians
In such a process, religious education

' Qur primary concer
about common catec
to working for Chr
is also trying to

- and people of other faiths.
has a crucial role to play.

1. The Common Cateehism: A Christian Book of Faith; eds. Lukas
Tischer and Johannes Feiner; London, Search Press; New York,

Seabury Press; 1975.
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one people with one destiny oly FUEheRmE : b
religious tradition has @ monoplam now ranks next tO ne
is provided by France, where 2 Louping in the country
as the second largest rellgIOUS‘%eS (One God s All Brgt
fiod Un Seul Diel — TOUS_FTETE’wordS of the sub-tit
ublished in 1975 offering, ! t;nd Moslems ~ for the Uus
fgr dialogue between Qhrliiitzzn s Christian readershi
:tucatoTs_a”d_Parents.' Saut thes s faiths and counter
Proyldlng information Heokletys main SeCtEEE co
prejudices of centuriés:- € . es -
: i treated in two pag
each of which 15 h
g of the theme, and the other for
s e a s the similariiae

major themes,
derstandin
der seeé>

the Moslem un
By comparing them, the rea
differences.
fheringa EQlti*iaith society- An agreed syllabus of relt
instruction from Birmingham, England, is 4 MmoEs general on
for use in county government schools - ngecause of the p
£ the city and of the world", explains the i
¢ in Birmingham aTe a

character o
"the following N1 faiths presel
Judaism, Sikhism and puddhism' .

Hinduism, lslam,

grammes 1n Our Time

mon Catechetical Pro

Significance of Com

getnoted atdthe beginning of this paper that
et even today the Church frequently presents a di '
1ffe
face to the wo;ld. "Too often our Christian co e
not of liberation and community, but of authoritarian
the Nairobi Assembly (Report

parochialism", commented
Liberation and Community).

Education for
These models of
common catecl i
for the C : chetical program :
hurch in general and the ecﬁmeﬁicaqeioare :
vemen:



an awareness of the real needs aof the
8cal situations to which they are addressed. These curricula are

je fruits of the labours of people who know well the problems of
heir communities, yet still are strong in faith and hope. They take
priously what Section 1V of the Nairobi Assembly was referring to
jlen it said '"'"We learn theology by reflecting on the total revelation
f God and its relationship to our experiences in church, community

id society".

&
frst - they are produced with

econd - in refreshing contrast with much of the catechetical material

f earlier years, their emphasis is not on the identity of one
fnominational or confessional tradition over against others, but on

le identity of the whole Church serving the whole world.

jiird - remarkably, considering that there has been little direct
Mmtact between the groups responsible for the-different models, the
grammes have emerged almost coincidentally in many parts of the

1d in response to the needs of diverse kinds of people. Some are
eriments for trial use in a limited number of schools, or even in

e school alone. Others stem from collaboration between churches
Pseveral countries. Yet others have had to cope with a certain

ick of enthusiasm on the part of some of the churches concerned.
 Luis Ruiz Poveda of Spain remarked, in answering our questionnaire:
8 with any new activity, we have to face up to all sorts of

oblems. There is a lack of understanding and misgiving on the part
f some Protestant denominations ... The World Council has not been
111 informed, and paradoxically it is the Catholic Church which

BWs most interest." The fact that so much has been happening,

ispite such diversity and the lack of coordination, is itself
ghly significant.
at the examples of Common Catechetical

is Introduction are in no way a reflection
' the personal opinions of the author, ox of*the opinion of the WCC.
details given were taken directly from the questionnaires we
eceived from all parts of the world in answer to our request, and
e, in some cases, completed by information taken from additional

{ierials sent  to. Uss

» 1s important to note th
jogrammes which follow th

Qt is the next step? Clearly the task of gathering information
But common catechetical programmes 1siEarifinom gatmished S lihe
esent document is not complete, as there must be models 1n use or
ojected of which information has not yet been secured. Even then,
e list will need updating at regular intervals as new initiatives

fthis field continue to be taken.

nd that, there is a strong case for the Norld Council trying to
those who are involved in preparing common catechetical pro-
mes, as well as those who ought to be so involved but so far are
t. Information needs to be shared, experiences evaluated, support
encouragement provided. Such things, like all other ecumenical
nces, happen best when people meet people, and through one another

et the Lord who is calling them on.

Yushi Nomura
Sub-unit on Lducation

October 1977




EXAMPLES OF COMMON CATECHETICAL PROGRAMMLS

frica: CHRISTIAN LIVING TODAY and DEVELOPING IN CHRIST

ographical Region served by the Project:

ya, Malawi, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia.

Churches/Councils/Agencies participating in the Project:

fhe National Christian Councils and the Roman Catholic Church
‘Tom the above listed countries.

I)rganization responsible for the Project:

he Rubaga Workshop'" of the Joint East African Religious
i=ucation Committee (JEAREC).

<3

sontext in which the present Project is initiated:

With the gradual replacement of the Cambridge Examinations by
the East African Examination Council, a new impetus and
Opportunity was given to introduce new syllabuses for all
subjects, including Religious Education, more relevant to the
eds of secondary school pupils in Africa, incorporating
-to-date teaching methods with the latest thinking in the
rious fields. For any new Christian Religious Education
llabus to be able to replace the Cambridge Bible Knowledge,
would have to be acceptable to the Christian Churches.

e churches took the opportunity to cooperate in the prepara-
on of a new syllabus for the last two years of secondary
hool.

Objective approved by the Churches and/or Committee:

) enable the students to grow towards responsible Christian
turity, seeing more clearly the demands of their faith in

ir lives, making their own the values now considered worth-
le, and bringing them to the world by relating their
gistian faith to their lives.

thodology used in developing and implementing the Project:

mid-1970, the AMECEA Pastoral Institute and the East African
eligious Education Committee (EAREC), which was concerned about
ew programmes for schools, met to consider what to do for
igious Education in senior secondary schools. (Until that

1e all schools doing Religious Education offered the tradi-
onal Cambridge Bible Knowledge Examination). They agreed
at two separate ecumenical projects should be undertaken,

ng two different approaches. AMECEA and EAREC then formed
joint committee to guide the international ecumenical work on
life-approach, which developed into the "CHRISTIAN LIVING TODAY"
rriculum. The committee took the name "Joint East African
ligious Education Committee " (JEAREC); the 25 members of



1 Christian Councils and

representing the Nationa ;
chose the name ''The Rubaga Workshop';

2. Between the annual one-week

arried out research, surveys,

When the syllabus

the workshop,
Catholic Secretariats,
and they worked from 1970 to 197
sessions, the workshop members ¢
and experimentation in their own countries.

of life themes was ready in 1972, the workshop requested an
ecumenical team to prepare the ''Christian Living Today' books
for teachers and pupils. All that work was completed by

mid-1974.
Educational and Theological Presuppositions:
The delegates at the workshop were alive to the fact thaF a
§earch for a relevant, common, and examinable sxllabgs wis
inspired by the emphasis on 'education for life and no
(which can be studied academical.
f a new syllabus, they
and so the

merely "bible knowledge"
and abstractly). The starting point © .
concluded, should be 1hg_g;gﬂgﬂiiéagﬂg—fiﬂgiigﬂgg’

themes chosen for study are life-themes rele VAN thi ligi
i .niied approsch,to CHIISEREL e
Education should not fail to be Christian-centred. The terms
are not contradictory. The jaase approach starTts frombpgisent
life experience, reflects on it with the help o i
and comes back again to the present situation.

A poped

h. Concerns and Problems:
the Churches need to

Since there is a great and growing need,

face the following questions:

e A (he books be obtained’ (from Kenya where they are
cost of the books

paianted)?

How can the Churches get help to lower the g

Who is responsible for buying the books : the diocesei=Ehe

parents? the school?

Can the Churches cooperate in supplying books?
try to answer, but internati

These questions are for each coun
cooperation could be to everyone's advantage.

(By the end of 1975, 97.300 sets of DEVELOPING IN CHRIST,

42.500 copies of CHRISTIAN LIVING TODAY were sold.
from just two of the AMECEA countries indicates that their s

will need an additional 53.000 books for 1977).

CHRISTIAN LIVING TODAY (for Forms 3 and 4)

This curriculum is being used in Kenya, Malawi 1 :

_ : : ) 1, Tanzania, Ugan

Zambia, and many other English-speaking Africaﬁ countrie;,gv
It is used

well as in New Guinea and a few other countries.
in secondary schools, although the books are becoming incr

ggg;lar‘in teacher training colleges, houses of religious
naries, nurses training schools, and adult discussion




Contenes L ov v Frsteen 11 te-appraatilt L o
Book One: Major Theme Sub-themes

Living in a changing society
Working in a changing socilety
Leisure in a changing society

Man in a Changing Society

Justice in society
Service in society
Loyalty to society

Order and Freedom in Society

Book One also contains Reference Sections on Church History and Bible.

Book Two: Major theme Sub-themes_

Life Happiness
Unending life
success
Family life

Sex differences and the
person

Man and Woman

Courtship and marriage

Man's quest for God
Man's evasion of God

Christian involvement in the
world

Man's Response to God
through Faith and Love

nce Sections on Church History and Bible,

Book Two also contalns Refere
bus and an Appendix on Human Sexuality.

as well as the two-year sylla

Each theme uses the following method:
1. Present Situation (mine, ours)

African tradition (cultural background)

Church history (beginning of the faith community)

Bible (thematic study of the 01d and New Testaments)

2
s
LR b : : : :
5. Symthesis (in search of a new vision and its implications)

 DEVELOPING IN CHRIST (for Forms 1 and 2)

" is the only approved course For allithe
It is very widely used in Uganda.

In Kenya it 1is taught only in schools not sitting fqr the national
examination after Form 2, based on a dlffgrenﬁ (natloquljisyllapus.
However, many teachers are effect;Vely‘u51qg_ Develop+ng T Chrast?
and would favour its translation 1nto Swahili for national

acceptance.

npeveloping in Christ
secondary schools 1n

R atents ... Iwenly-1lVe 1asosbba —im e :
is a Christology course which

Course One: '"Christ and My Humanity" .
~="*  jevelops a Christian vision iof of human life and man's
The Bible texts 1in

callings : Jt contains 13 units.
each unit are basically taken from the Synoptic Gospels.



; nunlty"
o b O com! . i
s ”ChriS“J ijunit:'-, ach of Whl,ch
Course e = 2 a g New I\Stumcl}tst The
of poth dn-jtive e Clal"1£Y1ng the
morali’, 21 Ozhe Ten Commandments_
; 3
which )
ang uethOt
pach unit S i i j1owing
i -C ine)
1. Persond exper?l nce Tours
2 ynivers4 xpeT ~ncC
3 Bible
4 Synth6515
ation
Joint Working

Additional Inform
! .t 197095 the WS ‘
octoberl yatican Secretar

At its meeting 1in e
. -3 T 0] urc e
World Louncllcﬁristian i d the_agenda of
77 For this meeting the Gr
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Promotion 0
i December [JEDg/vi
studiés
one of these cC

meeting 10

commissioned Shx Last > ” ¢
various areas BEichristl o B s B _
Religlous Education:- For this» the L chosen t
Christian Syllabuses in : African T 1ma e and S
npeveloping 11 @hrist 20 nChristLes Living Today'
part of this study, sinc they are 1mP0Ttant exper

menical coopcratlon-

national ecu
Information:

Contact Address for FurtheTl
er Richard Kileyis

Broth
AMECEA pastoral Ins tiftuige
p.0. Box 908, X
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. A SUGGESTLD SYLLABUS FOR RELIGIOUS LEDUCATI
PRIMARY SCHOOLS IN GHANA o
L1GIOUS EDUCATION SYLLABUS

A SUGGESTED RE
JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS

y the Projecti i

a. Geographical Region served b

Ghana
Do |7

hurches/Councils/Agencies participating in

Th isti I e Omanln

Thz 8?§;Stlan Council of Ghana; the R L

odox Moslems; The Ahma&iyyah M |

ovel

c. Organizati P '3

tion responsible for the Proj o

yjects

Curriculum

: Researc

Service 4zch and. Dey

(formerly called Mii%ggTentfunit ‘
y of Bd ca



Programme:

ational System in Ghana,
e Public Educational

11 Primary Schools in the Public Lduc
d All the Junior Secondary Schools LT h

stem in Ghana.

ective approved by the Churches and/or Committee:

rovide a unified syllabus for Religious Education for
hools. The aim of Religious Education is understood as 1o
g the child to an awareness of hissher Tiferin relation to

and the changing and developing society of which he/she 1s
member.

Ontext in which the present Project is initiated:
s suggested for many reasons. For quite
Education has been mainly "sectarian'',
' f denominational teaching both
thin the Christian and the Islamic traditions. It produces
B 1ars whose knowledge of religion 1is unnecessarily narrow,
[though our present state of knowledge almost compels us to
it in humility that even in things religious and moral, no
religious tradition has a monopoly of the truth. Again,

is the fact of religious pluralism in Ghana. There has
an ever-growing call to citizens to live in mutual
pect and cooperation with one another as one people with
g destiny. To understand the religion of your neighbour 1is
y be in a position to understand his way of life and so to be

to live in peace with him.

s unified syllabus 1
ng time, Religious
there was also evidence O

] €

odology used in developing and implementing the Project:

nees of the various religious bodies organized the Religious
ational Panel of the National Advisory Committee on Curri-

‘ . The Syllabi drafted by the Panel were sent out to

ools with the invitation for comments.

ach to Study:
er to make Religious Education directly relevant to the
's experiences, it is recommended that the life-centred
n referred to as experience-centred or anthropological
ach) be used, instead of the 1God-centred' or 'Bible-
d' or 'Qu'ran-centred' approach, so that a scholar can
d as speaking to him in his own situation here and now.

onal and Theological Presuppositions:

rriculum has been prepared to give children a broad
on Religion in a pluralistic society. Et will lay a
undation for educating the child to play his full role
by making him aware of God's creative and loving
ty in the universe; of his own place and responsibilit
relation to God and to his fellow men, of his own

1 and material resources.
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PRLMARY SCHOOLS

oR BLBLL KNOWLLEDGE 1IN

N EL1GLOUS LDUCATION 1IN N1GLERIAN

SYLLABUS FOR CURISTJAN R

SECONDARY SCHOOLS

TOGETHER IN GOoD'S FAMILY

graphical Region served:

ria
in the Project:

participutjng
Methodist,

ches/Councils/Agencies

5 Christian Council of Nigeria (including Anglican,
ist, Presbyterian, Qua Iboe and Christ Apostolic churches) s
Roman Catholic Church; and other Churches apart from these
es - e.g. the Lutheran Church of Nigeria, Fhe Sevepth Day
tist Church, the Apostolic Church, the United Native

rican Mission.

le for the Project:

and Society of the
holic pastoral [inisit

panizations responsib
Christian Council

Institute of Church : ;
tute of Nigeria.

igeria, and the Cat

o use the Programme:

in the Universal
1led secondary schools.

ational Agencies t
pPrimary Education

rnment-controlled schools
2ctor, and government—contro
present Project 1s initiated:

ho have been proprietors of schools have
Med over their schools to the Government without asking for

financial compensation. At a rough estimate, those schools
of all the primary and secondary

presented no less than 80%

jtutions in the country. In recent years there has been

e kind of agreement between the teachers and the proprietors
1d follow and the textbooks

regard to the syllabus they shou

should buy. In general, the Catholics bought Catholic
books and manuals and adopted a syllabus helping them to
The other Christian churches followed this

tendency. llowever, if teachers are transferred from one

minational cchool to another, or if they all find themselves

hing 1in schools which have lost their denominational character
»

it is necessary for the Government to approve a common
abus for Religion. Such a common syllabus is proposed by the
ches to the Government for approval. That is why it 1S callied
ggreed syllabus. Without this agreed and approved syllabus
pluralism and variety of syllabi and textbooks which was ;
'ptable_as long as it went with the denominational character
' the various schools, will become intolerable within the
$6 schools. In Education there must be unity of vision and

pose .

elieve it is possible to present an agreed syllabus which
ino;: 1n31ude.any.catech1sm or formulary distinctive of any
icular denomination. In addition, we take cognizance of

text in which the

now, most churches w
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£ the SECONDARY SCHOOL SYLLABUS:
"life—centred and Bible-based".

. Africa-oriented - it seeks 1O contextualize Bible knowledge

$eaching, 1.e. to apply it to the African context. In this

way, the pupil will learn that God the Creator is for Africa,

his country, as well as for the whole world.

:gQignltx of Man_- it is necessary to reassert the fundamental

Biblical teaching that man's dignity is given by God. Before

¥ God our value as human beings is the same.

4 ust know about racism and be able to

. measure this against the pr0c1amation of God's love. The
_earlier he struggles with the question and settles it the

better. We do not want toO instil a false sense of pride 1into

the pupils, but wherever pOSSible the African child should be

. encouraged to appreciate self-reliance, self-development, and

BB be shown that he is capable. He needs such an encourage-

d as to his innate capabilities

have gone ahead of him in

ionale o

R e T -

" The African pupil m

E‘technology, medicine, etc.

owledge with_ Faith_ - it is design
e Bible that

n God through it. Our children S

God with their hearts and with their min

their experience in daily living and wit

understanding of God and His purpose.

ed to give the student

he may have a living faith
hould love the Lord thelr
ds,, that as both with

h an amount of

R IN GOD'S FAMILY

a series of six books, accompanied with a teachers' guide-
d Syllabus for Bible Knowledge 1in

ased on the Joint Agree
Schools.  The books have a few characteristics which

them for a high educational rating.
mportance of "experiencing” is“strongly emphasized in the books

roducing a proverb saying, "I hear and 1 forget; I see and I
r; I do and I understand."

... there are many short stories to
ents described are from everyday experiences of the children.

B .nd 3 use life-like <tories based on fictional situations
sacters; and the names in these stories' reflect the different
" Nigeria so as to help the children in one place understand

have much 1in common with children far away. Book 4 1s
true stories 1n order to bring out the wonderful way that
s in men's lives. Pupil's Books ¢ and 6 are in the form
ooks and their design will stimulate interest and generate
and creativity.

fo- ‘the illustrations in t

be found in the books,

3

he Books are intended to help the

‘and pupils to make their lessons lively and practical.
ions are also given in making friezes and models. Materials

isual aids can be as simple oT as sophisticated as the
resources permit.
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1. Bangladesh: CURRICULUM pREPARATION
served:

a. Geographical Region
ole of Bangladesh
participating in theti

The wh
of Bangladesh and t

Churches/Counci1s/Agencies
The National Christian Council
Catholic Church-

or the Project:

Organization responsible f
ijon Committee

The Bangladesh Curriculum Preparat
es to use the Programme:

d. Educational Agenci
All primary and secondary schools in Banglades

are Christian students of any denominational f:

Objective approved by the Churches and/or Commit

A mutually a :
. greed curriculum fo i '
: : . T ‘
affiliated with the Government Edﬁiziiozegchi,
joarus



Intext in which the present Proj et s indtiatied:

Jigion is taught in all schools in Bangladesh, according to a
labus approved by the Government-controlled Education board.
took an unusually long time for the Catholic and different
otestant Churches to agree on a common syllabus for Bible
dies. When this syllabus-making was actually done and
proved by the Education Board, the Christian school students
Well as teachers found it too difficult to follow, because
xtbooks and teaching materials are either insufficient or
adequate. lowever, this Bible syllabus will be rcviewed and
vised to make it more meaningful to the local situation.

odology used in developing and implementing the Project:
presentatives of the NCC and the Catholic Church prepared the

riculum and got approval from the Government for implementa-

Bn all schools.

jcational and Theological Presuppositions:

Bible teaching is made indigenous.

blems and Concerns:

books and teaching materials
ch means that the syllabus nee
ee point f. above).

are insufficient or inadequate,
ds to be reviewed and revised

1ique Features of the Project:
gious education in schools all

Christians interested in reli
her for a joint action.

r Bangladesh are brought toget

curriculum has been written in Bengali.

Address for Further Information

Mr. Sudhir Adhikari,
National Christian Council of Bangladesh,

POy B ox® 2105
Ramna,

Dacca: 2.,
Bangladesh.

A COURSE IN CHRISTIAN CULTURE

.

a:

hical Region served:
le island of Sri Lanka.
e Project:

les/Councils/Agencies participating in th
The Project

an Catholic Church and the Church of Ceylon.
open to all Christian denominations.
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h. Concerns and problems:
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In the study of Christl :
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textbooks in
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the course.

ecd that the
Christiar

Unique Features of the Project:
he first time 1in the history of
: being taught at any Univ»
the offlc'ial curriculum. Thus ,. those st
élp Chr;stlanity as a subject for the 1IN
ert;flcgte of Education) will be e b

studies in this field to D e
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A venture ha .
s been initi
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religious studies seriousl};ezﬁd?u

Nd,
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his coeourse is very interesting
ewarding. Lecturing staff are drawn from among both the
_ atholic and the Protestant churches; there is now a
of 16 students, including five bpuddhist monks and one

‘€Catholic brother.

ecumenical character ottt

nal Information:

rrent course at the Vidyalankara campus is in a sense
rimental one. It is designed to last four years.

FsSt year will deal with three topics:

oducing the Bible provides a background to the Bible
n ancient classic, its antecedents, the formation of
Canon, the geographical and historical background and
mary of the contents of the 01d and New Testaments.

Study of the Life and Teaching of Jesus Christ with
3al reference to St. Mark and St. Lukew

d Philosophic Background of this early
hristian community.

vrultural an period
‘he life of the growing C

ceeding years will comprise the degree cCourse and will

he following areas of study:

dy of the Bible in greater detiadlt M Bibildacadl Archeology
BEanon', '"Church Halstomyl's N astupgaicasl Movements' , ''‘Lay
it l'Cheastian Social Teaching'', "Mysticism'',

tian Art", and others.

ddress for Further Information

Mr. Kenneth M. de Lanerolle,

Department of Education,
National Christian Council of Sri Lanka,

678/7 Peradeniya Road,

Kandy ,
Sri Lanka.

SYLLABUS FOR GRADES X AND X1

CHRISTIANITY

d XI.of the ligher National Certificate of Education
ca is equivalent to 'A' level) ;

al Region served:

of Sri Lanka.

Councils/Agencies participating in the Project:

istian Council of Sri Lanka and the Roman
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dbook 15 being prepared. The

A Teacher's Han
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producing pupils’ books .
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1.0. Makes a comprehensive study ©

on the Bible.
1. 0ld Testament: Salvation History

15l
1502 The Btud
y of the Go
i1 spels.

U
fg;le;;tzg?}s} clgarly the fundamental
e o bOthent1g iesponsible lif |
2,1,/\5peé131 ; individual and co 3 fo
tudy of St. John'srggrat:%
spel.

f Christi



uilds up correct attitudes towards the Socicty that has
olved as a result of the interaction of Christianity
th the culture of both East and West, especially Sir i
ka's own culture.

urch History

From the foundation of the Church to the reign of

« Constantine.
) Christian Missions from the 15th century onwards .

) Christianity in Sri Lanka.
om the study of the experiences of the early Uhrl§tian
BN ty, seeks to develop a Sense of leadership with
~ability to mould the future society.

of the Apostles.

lops human qualities which are necessary to witness

the value of the Kingdom.
iristian values which are shown
B the Epistles:

8 Fellowship, Self-sacrifice, Fomgiveness, flumility,
¥, Liberty, Equality, Justice, Loyalty, Personal
lationships, Faith, Endurance, and Hope.

ptehes for a Christian approach to the problems of the
lern world, particularly those arising in agriculture,
merce, industry and science, and seeks -to' fostern a
munity of love and service.

Church in the Modern World:

The situation of man in the modern world; Christians
in a pluralistic society.

The dignity of the human person.

The community of mankind.

The role of the church in the modern world, with

special reference to Sri Lanka.
Christian participation in the development of icnltures.

Socio-economic b (S

The responsibility of a citizen.

s up an integrated personality in fellowship wlith
rs, unifying all personal, social ‘and spiTitual
riences.

in the following selections

ss for Further Information

Mr. Kenneth M. de Lanerolle,

Department of Education,
National Christian Council of Sri Lanka,

678/7 Peradeniya Road,
Kandy,
Sri Lanka. ,

HALA BIBLL RLEV1ISION

Region served:
land of Sri Lanka.




LATIN AMERICA AND TH
1. Caribbean: WE STAND
PROJE
. d:
M Region serve |
a. Geographicd g : i e o
The English—speaklng Carl ’
and Guyana: |
b. Churches/Councils/Agencies participating in the
The Caribbean Conference of Cchurches and
member bodies. The full 1ist of CCC mem
st Episcopal Church - 16th"
f the West Ind:

*
*

*

*

*

Conta

tures

ynique Fé?
T areéd o

The majo

African Method1

The

The Antilles Episco
The Caribbean Synod of the
The Church of God nEhen-Ezer', Haiti.
The Cpngregational Union on Guyana.
The Disciples of Christ in Jamaica.

The Jamaica Baptist Union.
The Methodist Church in the Caribbean an

The
Anglican Church - Province O
pal(bnference of the Roma
Lutheran Church in

d th:



Fastern West Indies Province.
Guyana Province.

Jamaica Province.

Surinam Province.

Moravian Church
Moravian Church
Moravian Church
s Moravian Church -
Guyana Presbyterian Church. ‘
Presbyterian Church in Trinidad and Grenada.

Presbytery of Guyand. A j
. Salvation Army in the Caribbean and Central America.
. United Church of Jamaica and Grand Caymamn.

United Protestant Church of Curagao and Bonaire in
the Netherlands Antilles.
Lutheran Church of Guyana.

B istian Pentecostal Churc

h of Cuba.

anizations responsible for the Project:

the Department of Christian Education

cation Renewal Action,

£ ap by.a Consultation on Curriculum
dad in January 1976 at which Churches
th an asterisk were represented.

ntinuing Committec S¢€
lopment held in Trini
ed above and marked wi

ational Agencies to use the Programme:

ay schools, Religious Instruction G falS s e S
uth and Adult Church groups.

L

£ Day schools,

~ﬁéctive approved by the Churches and/or Committece:

'ﬁﬁo enable our people toO experience value and meaning as

B fbers of the household of God.

enable them to grow in their relationships with God and
eir fellow-men as revealed in Jesus Christ.

in their individual and corporate lives
challenges of the Gospel.

d live in harmony with

"To enable persons
respond to the

enable persons to appreciate an
e world God has created.

present Project 1s anatiabed:

n Education held in Betervarwagting,
it was recommended that there was
ristian Education Curriculum.

as not intended to minimize the contribution which the

ing venture, the Caribbean Christian Living Series (CCLS
in 1959 and produced during the 1960's, had made to
ism. But it was an attempt to give recognition to the
able development in ecumenism that had taken place withir
ibbean since that time, leading to the’ inauguration of
~in 1973 and the inclusion of the two largest Churches
region - the Roman Catholic and the Anglican Churches -
its membership. At the planning conference of the CCLS
s had only token representation, and the Roman Catholl
sent. The CCLS was therefore a Protestant effort. S0 !
, with the coming into being of CCC, to take a fresh

Curriculum Development.

Workshop on Christia
B Appil 27-28, 1974,
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outline of Suggested content for the curricu
A. Qur RelationshiP_t< God: - i

Introductory gtatement: It has TO BESEES
Caribbean the ' ' x '
search~for jdentity 15 st

S curriculum the student
hat is his ident1

in writing thi

work out for himself W

person. He will then be in Aeb

et

the rest of the curriculum. b
1. Discovering our Identity

created by God 1n his image

——

- appreciating our culture

-- surroundings
-- recogniti ~ :
gnition of individual ta137~



God's Revelation to Man ‘
-- through nature

== through Scripture

= ‘through Jesus Christ

-~ through the sending of the Holy Spirit

(the beginning of the Church)

Biir Search for God

T m— — Aes’ e

Caribbean person has to be made aware of God's creation,
e respect for it and take responsibility for preserving
sharing its resources in spite of natural disasters

a4s hurricanes, earthquakes, etc.

i God as Creator
-- the unfolding of creation (evolution), all forms of

: life and outer space - and even me
- the ongoing creation.

54
3
¢

ur relation to the created world
- Ecology - our understanding of the natural environment

given us by God and our desire to preserve it andflive

in harmony with it.
The misuse of the natural environment - social dimen-

B 0n: - food crisis, energy crisis, inflation,

population explosion, pollution.
Man's response to natural disasters - volcanic

~ eruptions, hurricanes, earthquakes, etc.
- My personal response to creation.

necessary in our present situation in view of the
istory of the Caribbean to develop concern for and

vement in the community.
iE1al Attitudes
Appreciation for others as persons of worth.

Cooperation (cooperatives).
‘Caring for others according to their needs,

limitations and potentials.

jeneral : marriage, family life, local community,
tate, citizenship, forms of Government, world.

s individuals related to each other through
upation, vocation, politics, education, religion,
| f-expression, communication.

Caribbean society : history, politics, religions,

ture, social concerns.

igpgnge_tg God's Revelation:
in man Faces two dilemmas in responding to God. On
and, he attempts to face up to the challenge of
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also is) 4
jon;servece

Rica, N
s, Costames o
la, Hondura Rico, Vene
Mexico, G”""?e??an Republic, I.)ucr;:ora ua)’f vl
Panama, Uoml;il peru, Bolivia, 3m§inl)’f .
Ecuado‘r’aBmThe,materials i usgut also in
Argentina. ; and Mexico, )
Ecuador, Costa g;gaof 5.000 edited, 4.000..
listed above.

. Geographical Reg

b. Churches/Councils/Agencies part161pat1ng_r_ 3

The Evangelical Council of Ptler;:lo glciig
Evangelical Churches Qf-Cuba, the bap ‘~§‘J
Nicaragua; the Argent1n1a1‘1 Federation Q
The Federation of Lvangelical Chur(‘:hes

cal Federation of Mexico; the Disciples o
Paraguay; The Episcopal Church of Costa B
Church of E] Salvador; The Episcopal Ch

Episcopal Church of Ecuador; the Evangel
Dominican Repub 3 |

Public; The Evangelical Met
The Evangeljcaj United Church of Ecuade:
of Venezuela; The Methodist Church of Me



Church of Venezuelaj The

¥ Peru; The Presbyterian :
of the National Presbyterian

an Education Secretariat
of Mexico; The Evangelical Pentecostal Union of

tla; as well as some Catholic Churches, plus popular
peasants and marginal pcoplc in slum arcas.

ation responsible for the Project:

in American Lvangelical Commission on Christian

n (CELADEC).

nal Agencics to usc the Programmc:

rches, some schools, and, mostly, the "pastoral

in the aforementioned countries.

ve approved by the Churches and/or Committec:
ection with the grassroot

scompany a theological refl
taking advantage and

e, immersed in its reality, 1d
ing from the many manifestatibns of these realitlios.

B th can be expressed through concrete participation
Bistians, and the liberation process that the Latin
can people are living, throughout thelr own ways in

h they are organized.
er that the groups 1in our churches

ontribute in ord
ity oppressed in our

it themselves for the major
nent, and become integrated in their struggle.

Btribute so that the grassroot people will become
e, from the popular religious perspective, of the
essive situation.

estroy the dichotomy: church struggle-commitment,
rting with experiences in which political action goes
ther with a deep conviction of faith.

ional theology, because tradi-

farther beyond tradit
tain dependence and

al theology contributes to main
ession.
in which the present Project isadnitiaged:

pation where the majority belong to the marginal and

jsectors.

ilised 1n developing and implementing the Project:

simple and cxpressive drawings, the language used
simple, existential and vivid. Guidelines are used
and how to follow questions and an evaluation.

1 and Theological Presuppositions:

t is given to every group in the continent that,
main idea in mind, would like to do its own work.



3. Latin America:
1 Region S@TVCdZ :
. thell Al countr:

GeographiCa
sed
(cf. pol

The materia
Notebo0O© for

Agencies p
The same @S for the popularl Notebook for.
(Cf,point[ﬂ, page 27 of this report) .
on responsible for t

American Ev

The Latin
Education (CELADEC).

b. Churches/CO

C Organizati
ommission

d. Educational Agencies to use€ the PTOgramme“
s and some private

gl;fthe church agencie
jfferent denominations mention ] :
Catholic groups: ed 10 EE
e. Objective approved by the Churches and/o
That persons, together with their famil
) 0 £,

guided by the Holy Spiri :
God's call, muiig rgsé;:;nln accord w
in J . ce a e
the gﬁfﬁ hChrISt: Lord and Savj_o:l;-l fa].tl}
His rEde[;: t’.and grOWing in graCG 4 may
e ptive purpose, may pa : ?nd-
ciliation 1in and forpt;tlclpa
e Wor

£i.Con
taxt 4 :
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the firStN;::EVH Vida en Cris
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eat mass of Pers-e Bible stu
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terate'. The specific necds of these persons are
ng recognized as being different from those of

> have enjoyed better than a primary education.
Sb-called "Third World", these persons are a
jority. MHas it not been a blind-spot in missionary
trategy to have failed for so long to unders tand
how to communicate the Gospel to these persons
ich meets their specific neceds? MHas not the

istry degenerated into a sterile, dry-as=-dust

B many churches? Is it not time for a dynamic

' the teaching-learning process in which the power
Spirit is set free to renew and revive His Church

BE~Christian' era?

‘used in developing and implementing the Project:

_methodology* is used in implementing the project.
Paulo Freire's method, and discoveries after it,

er takes place whenever the Bibhlical message
BNy part of the life of the person, and demands

~of faith and repentance.

All of the life a of the person

.
‘-I

/r +" ayy Jo 11y

the ‘encounter’’ with Christ

abessaw
(e211a!8

the encounters with the Biblical message came
: t which the Bible illuminated man's experience.
unter cxpcricnces became the organizing principle of
. whereby we unite thc contents of the Gospel with a
stential situations so that he 'sees this  Life, fowia

21 Ve .
jcal material whiich” 1s -dramatic.” We find a

ible where a person has a dramatic encounter
Elich as the Samaritan woman, or thc Rich Ruler.

Btlhic content for the congregational cncounter.

‘the congregation divides up into three groups.
tudy groups, older children and younger children.
cides into which category each person falls,

P talks about the same theme. These discgssion
8d as an effort to look at their own experience
f what we have been hearing from the Bible.
hen rcturn, and have what we #atl a 'Wminl-
 the pastor or a layman conveys the thrust of
8 deeper lsvel. This process takes from an

Eif to two hours.
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one by Latin American people,
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Concerns and Problems:

roject:
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General Design of the Course:

;kf ﬁcgpe gf the New Life in Christ cou

Cre;:tils given to us in the Bible ‘nam,
ve, self-revealing and redel;lpti\f 4
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ay through the people of Israels
teaching, atoning death and

et fiaon of Jesus Christ, for the salvation of sinful
who believe in Him, 1in all the relationships oF thear

1ling forth and n
the Gospel to all

urturing His Church,
men, proclaim

history and manifest in its

ce and apostolate in the

in Christ;
unti} Christ's

s Holy Spirit ca
t it may communicate
Lordship of Christ over

ip, fellowship and servi
the first fruits of the new creation

carry on His ministry of reconciliation
irn in glory."
ign of the course is suggested by the application of

shown in the following diagram:
NEW LIFE IN CHRIST

'ves NEW LIFE CALLED TO NEW LIFE
IN CHRIST BY FAITH<EEEE:NEW LIFE AS GOD'S PEOPLE
 the SPIRIT VEW LIFE IN APOSTOLATE

se areas of focus of the course are:

1. CALLED TO NEW LIFE
2. NEW LIFE AS GOD'S PEOPLE

3. NEW LIFE IN APOSTOLATE
£ as ‘areas of study'', but

areas are not to be thought o
d will be constantly JIEe T -

B !'areas of commitment' , an

with each other.
s with the entrance of

ED TO NEW LIFE: Area 1 deal
Its theme is God's callk

ons into the Christian Tife.
n and man's response 1in faith, leading to a decisive

unter" with Christ who seeks him.
B Of .cntrance into a NEw 1ife may be considered as

tical with what has traditionally been known as "evan-

1, But whereas the traditional understanding of
lism tends to identify it with "preaching" and "evan-
ic campaigns', NEW LIFE IN CHRIST COURSE contemplates

variety of methods to the end that there may be
anding of God's redemptive purpose and a commitment
Thus’ this RCald to Now ¥ife”

whole person to Him.
B0 part of the course and removes the line which 1s
en drawn between nevangelism' and "Christian Education

E AS GOD'S PEOPLE: The second area concerns the

e and growth of persons in the Christian life, as thi
ylace within the household of faith, including the

of the congregation and the life of the Christian

It is the area of personal and corporate communior
od; of individual and family ethics; the area of the
d history of the covenant people lsrael, and of the
rael", which is the church, the body of Christ.
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Book 1 cal
Book 2 TecuspChldais Lo
Book 3 New Life a5 God's Peop+€

Book 4 called to Serve

Book > prepared to Serve

Book 6 A World to Serve

Book 7 New Man, New people

Book 8 New people, New World

Book 9 New Heavems and New Earth
Contact A 5

ddress for Further Information

Avenida Ge
g ner
Lima 11’ eral »
Peru. ‘




N SYLLABUS FOR RELIGIOUS LDUCATION
T. BLDE'S SCHOOL, REDILLL

egion served:

Bede's School, which draws
rn outskirts of London
and bLrighton (Roman
Southward (Anglican).

is only used in St
- small area on the Southe
re the Diocese of Arundel
laps with the Diocesc of

1s/Agencies participating in the Project:

Arundel and Brighton Schools Commission and
jocesan Board of Education.

responsible for the Project:

ove .
.ncies to use the Programme :

will be used only by the staff and the school.

ved by the Churches and/or Committee:

tement of objectives has been approved by the

hurches other than "Oour hope is that all will
ly together both for the educational good of

for the deepening understanding of the two

Christian Faith'.

ch the present Project il b o 0 Y

»f the syllabus is the ordinary teaching programme
 sponsored Day School which caters for both boys
. twelve years to eighteen years of jage isent to
Bhe direct exercise of parental choice.

sed in developing and implementing the Project:

of four members of the school, plus two members
h of the two dioceses and two members represen-
two churches at a national level, met on seven
, joined for the last three meetings by all

s Education Specialist teachers from the

snt visits were paid by selected groups from
Bto discusswith staff and pupils the way

us was operating.

;gaological Prcsuppositions: '

theological presuppositions as stated 1in
the syllabus are as follows:

to hold together both sound educational
theological integrity. Attention must be
elopment of the children as well as to the
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5. The general approach tO religious education 1in & Church
school might be expresscd as follows:
does not focus on commitment
)

educated 1n religion"

A Being
to one's own beliefs.
B4kt 1does) howeveT, "home' on one's own beliefs and thas
involves:
i)l Seeing how they differ from other pbeliefs-
1-1%) Understanding how one’s "own faith stands 1N the
world of religion. 3
t reikates (EO contemporary l1ifes
1" adhere

1.0%) Understanding how 1
being 1n @ better position to

iv) consequently,
fouGod: anca Eree amt ol faith'.
nwater down' the Christig

fgaith.® The full teaching
¥ be reflected 1in :
n an educational
nderstanding and

6. Religious education 1in

(or the Anglican Or the Catholic)
practice and tradition of The Church wil
be done 1

the curriculum. But this will

way - aimed at better, deeper and wider u
freer choice.

7. Religious education should

dimensions of religious Tifa) 148y

experiencing liturgy and belonging to TE€

introduce children to all
Joctrine, scripture,
liglous community

sion. The \
P i,
aYe

all

and in the
L nent th
werTe of



i. Concerns and Problems:
e Project to identify and comment on

require-

are alil valid
i1d ar
ment that thesg‘l&:s‘ There is, however, no logical
; - 1 - i E & 3
were ok efuai VGIUOGHEJO”S should be treated as though they
8. Teachi ¥
3 ‘g must
< 5 i
are aoy Cloged‘e fone In such a way that children's minds
s *dUCdthnﬂl criteria do not rule out that
climate of commit-

teaching .

neRt, bgtd:gulearning might go on in a

: : *ducati : o : ;

rationally pre;;;ondl tTiteria do require religion to be

and fact, Rk io Fed, l1.€. to distinguish between belief

Certainties . Confuse religious and scientific

aims might be this:
the teaching and practice of the

9. A possibile Summary of
especially of the Anglican and

A. A? gnderstanding of
ﬁ1r1st}an Church and
-atholic churches.

B “An unde r

5 : 4
distincti:gndlng ©f the world of religion and the
G 408 Place of Christianity in it.
= n underst i 2
andlng ok the contemporary world and the

lace
P and problems of religion in it.
e talidingt of the  children's own experience

N which religious beliefs fit into this.
freer and more informed faith which

ectively into 1life.

D. A deeper unge
and the way i

B Consequently, a
extends more eff

1t ds oo €arly in th

conce : ;

3 ; r'ns and problems fairly, although one must recognize
1al some problems have certainly occurred.

Unique Features of the Projeict:
sual occurence for two secondary schools

It must be somewhat unu
from the two traditions to join into one united school in this
sort of way.

Additional Information:

These two notes dppefar at the head of the syllabus:
General - For one lesson a week the Roman Catholic and Anglican
pupils will be taken in separate groups. This will provide for
meeting local clergy and so help bridge the gap between the
school and the local Churches, for covering catechetical
material not included in the main syllabus, and for celebrations
of the Mass and Holy Communion. For the Roman Catholic pupils
the Irish catechetical programme will be used as a guide. Care
will be taken not to duplicate work studicd in the¢ general

religious education classes.
A note on method - This will vary with both age of the student
While using, as far as possible,

and type of material presented. | :
the students' own experience as starting point, it should
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"ﬁk}nx it an aim of religious education in schools to convert
gl:lg:ilcsl to any particular rel]}gion or ideology. ' Everyaone
"ﬂritaiﬁ 2e;erthelcs§, recognize that education for life in
i oday must include an adequate treatment of Christian-
ty as the faith which has, historically, moulded British life
nd culture and is still doing so.
he syllabus should thus be used to enlarge and deepen the
pils' understanding of religion by studying world religions,
nd by exploring all those elements in human experience which
S€ questions about life's ultimate meaning and value. This
rolves informing pupils in a descriptive, critical and
eriential manner about what religion is, and increasing
ir_sensitivity to the areas cf experience from which a
1Pious view of life may arise. It should stimulate within
pupils, and assist them in the search for, a personal
€ of meaning in life, whilst enabling them to understand
beliefs and commitments of others.

8 view reflects significant changes in the study of

gion.

T, whereas in the past attention was concentrated on

rines to the relative exclusion of other aspects, the

ICY now is to emphasize that these other aspects --

ry, mythology, doctrine, ethical outlook, liturgical
fiinner experience, artistic and social expression -- mus t
De given their proper weight.

the tendency when looking at world religions was towards
arison of other faiths with onc considered as self-

ly superior to the rest; whercas the approach now 1s to
hem objectively and for their own sake.

the tradition of studying religion in its relationship
contemporary world now necessitates reference to stances
ing which reject belief in realities transcending the
order, but nevertheless offer an understanding of the
ogether with a way of living within it. Such
studies contribute towards a critical appreciation
tinctive features of religious faith.

" which the present Project is initiated:

"Agreed Syllabus'" (1950) had been in use for
years. During this period the situation facing
d in religious education in Birmingham has

cally.

"has been a revolution in the understanding of its
urpose.

md social changes require that pupils shall be
realities of life in the twentieth century

.
of Birmingham itself now contains sizeable

le who are loyal to their own particular
n-religious commitment and, in addition, many




Comm3i
Committec Three ° The L reSe
51X A Cest e
Aqquiatlon 5 g
o representatlves of  th
:onal Association
ves of th

of the : |
Threé representat%Ves of ‘the
Joint committee oEntl

el rour
Three members 92
sentatlVve of the Ed

g the memb

Committe

e formed amon

Four Working pArties swel

second meeting:-

he Syllabus followed_by the Chfbﬂ

Each part of T
ences (3-8 years, g-12 years,
he Working Partiess :

were developed by T
Then, this new Agreed Syllabusias adopted b
@ ittee of the C1ty:. e
ological Presuppositions:

h. Educational and The
lated to the needs and

Religious Education re

the pupils.
This Syllabus has been devised to accord wif

the development 1

. in the qualit :

var of a ‘

ious stages and to cater fgr his/lpileul)‘ll;ls
chai

and
levels of comprehension.




undc?standing of the nature and the relationshi
cognitive and affective development has crentedpa
vareness of the importance of the emotional dimensions
ous education. in this Trespect every teacher may j
@ 'to this part of the pupil's education,; for young

rn and develop within the context of their relation-
members of the community i1in which they live.

s suggests ways in which an awareness of the

d weakness in human nature and the dangers of
tment may be developed, along with the sense of
strength of character which arise from a persona
sense of meaning in life.

1

ciples:

is based on the developnental
mportant to note that chronological references

phases of childhood
are

Problems:

apo, nearly all the children in birmingham schoqls
Christian background. Today, although the majority
our society still have at least a nominal adherence
ty, there is far less support fox ats institutional

high degree of uncertainty is evident on matters
d commitment.

21so considerable numbers of pupils whose parents

. adherents of other world faiths, pasticuel'awly

lam, Sihkism and of course Judaism, which has been
irmingham for more than two centuries. In addition,
being shown in many of the ideas basic to what

. been described as "secular faiths'. The situation
ery open one, and its future development is unknown.

ch to religious education exemplified in this syllabus
ithin a wide frame of reference. Whilst in some
ligious education is the task of the specialist
others it is woven into the pattern of community

ie. The whole 1ife of the "school Should“be one in
nd can be enlarged and moral responsibility eXercise

ave prepared this syllabus have been constantly

by the need for schools to play their part in the
eparing young people for life within the community.
been conscious of the swift rate of -social change

> new Birmingham which is being created, where men an
boys and girls are having to learn to live and work
in a pluralist situation. This is not to deny that
iistian religion is still a source of guidance and

ition for many people living in the City, and that
anity is part of our heritage.
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s arranged according to a developmental pattern.
of material 1is suggested, so that teachers can
appropriate to the nceds and interests of
construct their own schemes of work.

Further Information

~ City of Birmingham

District Council Education Committee,
- Birmingham,
,"England.

AND THEIR CHURCHES:
COUNCIL PROJECT ON RELIGIOUS
ON_IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS

ﬁ served:
Northern Ireland.
inp: inthe Project:

the Roman
participation

gencies participat

cal Education Authorities,

Northern Ireland sponsoring

1 teachers.

ponsible for the Project:

)d Religious Studies Department
By

-jes to use the Programme:

thoritics, Diocesan Boards of Lducation

ools, College of Lducation.

of the

'by the Churches and/or Committee:
Seducation for children between the ages

present Project is initiated:
al concern of the Schools Conncilsie

“ﬂeveloping and implementing the Project:

®c 0f teachers in Bristol, Lancashire,
o Teesside and Northern lreland, leadl
aterial to aid in-service work; (ii) a se
es; (iii) the development with the help ¢
s making suggestions for the exploratiol

a
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d tgogai Forms of Christianity'. The aim of this
e e p_pup11§ learp basic facts ahout forms of
ity within their environment, and to help them
e the value of the various forms of Christianity
Spect those who practise them. Also to increase

‘individuals and members of a commun ity .

L SCheme Az

early history of variety and
istianity in Ireland / sy location of
hrough ruins

malities and writings

onging to & >
church ] %

eighbours'.
he history, structures and practices of the

of Christianity in the area, in order to
pathetic understanding, love an
ctise them.

heme B:
Contacts with playmates
Contacts with neighbours—neighbourhood

Visits to church buildings
Interviews with church ministers

Stories of famous church leaders
Historical background
Hymn writers

Forms of worship
Religious customs

Through: 1. Social contacts

1
2 SipoaiLs
g0 Bulitiare 1t par suLts

Through Community enterprise
Concern 1. For the sick

2° “Fop the aged

%z, For the Third World

me is based on an environmental approach,
f activities which form an assential core,
other churches in the locality, an examin

s understanding of him/herself as a person and of

7  church buildings

use of church
buildings

social expression of
Christian faith

The aim of Scheme B is to stimulate

d respect for

there are
such as
ation of
some work on the lives of some famous religious
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ds : SCHOOLKATLECHLESE FOR CTHLE HENRICUS MAVO*

secondary school in the Dutch education system)

1l Region served:
ands

uncils/Agencics participating in the Projoct:

and Roman Catholics.

‘responsible for the Project:
MAVO in Castricum.

igencies to usc the Programme:

‘of the llenricus MAVO.

roved by the Churches and/or Committee:

in accordance with age and capacities,

pupils, B
o a free cholce

ir own judgement which may lead t
d/or conception of life.
ﬁ@ed in developing and implementing the Project:

e was developed by cooperation of Protestand and
¢ teachers of the school for their own use.

and Theological Presuppositions:
it based on the Gospel as a source of inspiration,

s the starting
can be offered
iffe which is 1in

point which gives the best possi-
to the pupils to choose an
accordance with the criteria of

and happiness.

e Programme:

srade, the person of Jesus Christ is learned
Gospel according to St. Mark. Then, the answer

the question: "llow did Mark and the people of
erience Jesus Christ, and what was the significance

t was born in history. Before him, thoughts and
xperienced about what we call Gud, Thergfore. in
rrade, the 0ld Testament will be taught around

al themes.

_and fourth grades, the following themes, which
tely related to the pupils' own existence, will be




aolilenes s
Ojgng;lgeﬁass au MAVO, Bagib}(zevendo rp
pijus X College, Beverwl]

Scholengemeenschap Roncalli, Bergen Op

for Further Information

Contact Address 25° ——=
Mr. C. Th. Konings

lleemskerk,
The Netherlands.

5. Spain: INTERCONFESSIONAL CATECHISM IN T

a. Geographical Region served:

Jh;’s.prggramme is only used in the J
szrri;ll 1 an experimental way. It h
the interconfessional Christian '




ac 3 3

3 :{étﬁgg‘;:?:eb' Southern Baptists, Pentecostals

et zfséhﬁifzrmid, F;ee Reformed, Assemhlics
3 3 3 ssembly of God, mixed

1e§; ipdEPE@dept Baptists, Open Bihie. in;eru

ptist missions, and Roman Catholics.

upils in the School i

_ > 3 3o whHAacH 40} belong to

33¢ Church and 60% to the others. >

sponsible for the Project:

School_belongs to a local Reformed Church of
Church in Spain. This congregation has the
Eiwitzerland). It works in collaboration with
sional Christian Committee (Joint Commission
ant). It now counts with the moral support of

Commission of Catholic Education.
es to use the Programme:

Valdés Interconfessional School.

d by theCChurches and/or Committee:
g for freedom, respcct of the person and
ftopcther'.

the present Project is initiated:

® transition from a persecuted minority to
eedom. In a difficult moment of transition
an regime to another of democratic change

¥al and political structures.
ing and implementing the Project:

1 catechetical material edited in Spain for
ction in schools (Lxtraordinary material, but
n the totalitarian character of religious-
tion in all the schools). With the consent of
Bhurch, certain doctrinal lessons have been
religious instruction is given jointly.

d a pastor (Rev. Luis Poveda)
issionaries of the Unity (catechists) and

in develop

>

rotestant pastor consulting and informing the

ver 11 years of age, the Catholic School Catechism
well as a Heidelberg Catechism which 1s commented
up to date for children : "The Road to Freedom'" DYy

g (Switzerland).

and Theological Presuppositions:
in new men for a ne
itizens of a renewe

w world and a

o attempts to tra .
d society,

hout "surnames'. C
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Contact Address for Furthel [nform t
Rev. Luis puiz Poveda, :
Coleglo Evangélico "Juan
pintoT Moreno Carbonero 18
Madrid 28,
Spain:
6. Switzerland: ENSEIGNEMENT B1BLIQUL ROMAND (EDIT.I’ :
(A prOgnmmm of piblical 1n5truct1
eligious education in

schools -

gion served:

a. Geographical Re
4ot Switzerland.

The French-speaking are

b. Churches/Commi ttees/Agencies part1c1pat1ng

The Protestant and Roman Catholic Churches.

Gt
rganization responsible for the PrOJect
The 1SS1 .
estagﬁlgx;ssmn Romande d'Enseignement
a common programme, the agr Blb
ce

French-
-speaking S
named the g Switzerland w
dbove-mentioned (Omgre needed,
1ssion).
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'he programme is one to b
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inform the children about the uniqué e sy
contribution of

Christianity.

concerns and Problems:

For three years this material h

: 3 : as been introduced

in the schools of the different cantons. Ln certa%2a121§g£s
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In order to take account of the psychological
of the pupils during their schooling, the programme is made

up of three parts of different character.

First Approach to the Bible

First Part:
A. For children of 6-7 years (first year) : .
Simple Bible stories and selected passages 1n TE?].&T.IOI}

to religious festivals, class events and the children’'s

concernss
'. : 3 second year)
For children of 7-8 years | oythe 01d Testament.
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"Waiting for Jesus''... Appr°a§h in which
The empﬁasis is on study of different contexts 1n

the people live.
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3. Solomon Islands: CHRISTIAN coMM

a. Geographical Region served: : 7
(Pacific Ocean - - predominantly M

Solomon Islands
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The programme 1S Cath
South Seas Evangelical Church have participated.

c. Organization responsible for the Project:
Diocese of Honiara of Solomon Islands Catholic Ch
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Additional I"formation-
The Christian B E
existence Wi:hEgrgztlon Council of India, within two years of
OpPE ML YETA 8 Pe?er of the Methodist Church as
Azariah of the Church of South
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Contact Address for Further Information

2‘

Rev. M. Azariah,
Chiwastian Education Council of India,

C.L.S. Buildings,

Park Town,
Madras 600 003,

India,

- POINTERS FOR DIALOGUE BETWEEN

ONE GOD - ALL BROTHERS
CHRISTIANS AND MOSLEMS

France:

a. Geographical Region served:
France
b. Churches/Councils/Agencies participating in the Project:

The National Centre for Religious lnstruction and the
Secretariat for Relationships with Islam.

c. Educational agencies to use the Programme:
This programme is designed for the use of catecchists, educators

and parents who are concerned that therc should be more openness
towards the univeral religion. '

d. Context in which the present Project is initiated:

For several years, Islam has become numerically the second
religion in France after Catholicism, and before the other
Life confirms 1t -

Christian confessions and religious groups.
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