Este documento faz parte do acervo
do Centro de Referéncia Paulo Freire

Centro
C de Referéncia
Paulo Freire

acervo.paulofreire.org

37

InstitutoPauloFreire



0 ’b'ry-[ﬂc'qr p
LA //} )/!M}""

‘p« horiio A

[ P

,a.la'vuév A S

‘}ncr:
.Hu..,,{p F/I'M'V{'
O ot v e
.Zm: I TN PPy
®

’

.{1"’!—-. “‘\AJ"/V-"\ .
Aaoie,

Mavee)
I-_.-""'"..

Lo/ v,

€4 v

Vim

- Brasil

FREIRE
andar ¢j. 22

(11) 3021-5589

40 Paulo - SP

N
1
s
100
1

3021-5536 Fax
S
: ipf@paulofreire.org

Rua Cerro Coré, 550 2.°

Tel: (11

INSTITUTO PAULO
05061-
E-mail

\Yl;dnesdny. May 28, 1997

THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

COMMENTARY

F@ F_CT¥ T -0 00 4,

__A17

.. w.n Liooking within the community

for best means of social change

By Hugh Lacey
and Maria Ines Lacey

aulo Freire, the famous Bra-
zilian educator who died on
May 2 at the age of 75, has
left a rich legacy.

His 1970 book, Pedagogy of the Op-
pressed, has inspired educational
projects in poor communities
throughout the world, including
many in the United States. Initially,
his fame came from having remark-
able success in teaching literacy to
peasants in northeastern Brazil.
Later, his methods were adapted to
reach others with little direction or
motivation in their lives, who have
been bypassed in their schooling
and who are suffering cultural de-
privation and lack of self-esteem.

Freire criticized common educa-
tion methods as reflecting the
“banking” rather than the “prob-
lem-solving™” conception of educa-
tion. The key to his own method is
“conscientization,” or “the raising
of critical awareness.” For him, peo-
ple learn — are educated — at the
same lime as they come 1o tlake
charge of their lives and communi-
ties. Learning and empowerment go
hand in hand. People are motivated
lo learn when they see that learning
is efficacious.

Freire spoke of the “efficacious
word." As one learns to put words
onto one's experience and realities,
to describe and to explain them, one
begins to be able to express aspira-
tions for the future and 1o sense
that life and the realities of commu-
nity can be transformed. Freire’s
methods assume that everyone has
the potential to develop a critical
awareness and to become an agent
of social change.

So learning occurs when people
gather to support one another,
struggling 1o address the ever-pres-
ent crises or to solve their day-1o-
day problems. It could be about get-
ting rid of drugs on street corners,
securing a safe environment where
children can play, improving par-
enting skills, helping youngsters
stay in school, creating affordable
housing, cleaning parks and play-
grounds, planning celebrations, de-
veloping ideas aboul creating busi-

nesses, or finding new sources ol

employment.

Together, as they tackle obstacles
and confront problems, members ol
4 community begin to value their
strengths and resources — their
habits of helping cach other, their

abilities as organizers and planners,
their insights into what needs to be
done. At the same time, they begin
to see the connections between
their struggles and those that their
ancestors faced and overcame. Cele-
brations of historical events and
significant leaders become an im-
portant way both to strengthen
their spiritual lives and to develop a
language for talking about their
own struggles.

As community members reflect,
discuss and write, putting their own
words onto their experiences and re-

alities, coming to understand how so-

ciety works, they slowly discover
that they are intelligent sources of
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change, not “problems”™ 1o be man-
aged, as the wellare reform debates
often suggest. They have something
to say — and do — concerning all the
problems that surround them: drugs,
broken spirits, violence, housing, sin-
gle-parenthood, the care of older citi-
zens and children, jobs. Unfortunate-
ly, social policy tends 1o be made
without regard to the wealth of ideas
and resources that can emerge when
critical awareness 1s raised in poor
communities,

Freire's methods are highly perti-
nent in the present context of wel-
fare reform. It has been said tha
wellfare reform is to get rid ol the
state ol “dependency™ to which mil-
Lons have succumbed because ol
the provision ol “handouts.”

What 1s really needed to enable
poor people tg take charge of their
lives?

Jobs? Yes But dead-end, low-pay-

ing, low-skill jobs with no benefits
reflect policies that are indifferent
to the well-being of poor people.

Training? Yes. But if jobs are not
available, it is demoralizing. Job
creation and relevant training pro-
grams are necessary. But what kind
of training and for what jobs? Who
should decide? )

Freire's methods point to a way at
getting at these questions construc-
tively. The focus must be on jobs, to
be created and made available in
the community, that will contribute
to meeting the needs of the commu-
nity and to its positive transforma-
tion. That focus can arise only out of
the critical and ongoing discussions
of community members themselves.

Think of a woman in a “women'’s
self-help group” in a public housing
development in the city of Chester
who gained the confidence to study
early childhood education and com-
puters and to form employment
goals that use her strengths and
serve the community's needs.

In contrast, in the interest of re-
ducing the welfare rolls, thousands
of residents of Pennsylvania are be-
ing declared “job ready.” Many of
them are young mothers who lack a
high school diploma and market-
able skills. They are denied the op-
portunity for further training and
education that could fit them for a
career of their choice. Rather than
gaining employment that is respon-
sive to the needs of their communi-
ties, they are being set up lo remain
in a never-ending cycle of poverty, |
going from one low-pay and low-
skill job to the next, with periods of
unemployment interspersed, allow-
ing little possibility for personal
growth.

Welfare reform that could enable
people to take charge ol their lives
and have lasting ellects can be en-
acted only if everyone's potential to
be a constructive participant in the
process of change is recognized, and
programs are generated to make it a
realily. Creating and providing jobs
and raising ol critical awareness
through the mastery ol people’s
powers of expression must be inle-
gral components of one and the
same process. That is Paulo Freire’s
legacy 1o the United States.

Hugh | acey, prolessor of philosophy
at Swarthmore College. is a member of
the board ol the Chester-Swarthmore
College Community Coalition, which
draws upon Paulo Freire's ideas.

Maria Ines Lacey, a Brazihan, teaches
adults m Philadelpima



