To know, which is always a process,

THE POLITICAL"LITERACY"PROCESS = AN INTRODUCT(cAN °

Paulo Freire

Yhen I acceptgd to write this article for the Lutherische Monats-
hefte ; too% 1?5 theme as a challenge. The very fact of having
;ecognlz?d it in such a way obliged me to assume before it a crit
ical attitude and not 2 naive one.

This critical attitude implies, in its turn, the penetration intc
the very "intimacy" of the theme, in order to unveil it more and
more. So, the article, in being the answer that I seek to give tc
Fhe challenge, becomes another one for the readers. This is becat
if my attitude with respect to the theme is the ebove-mentioned,
find myself engaged in an act of knowing, which demands not only
the knowable object, but also another cognitive subject like me,

iffiplies a dialogical situati
think", but "we think". It 1
"we think", but, on the contrary|
it possible for me to think. In the
e knowable object is not the term of
the cognitive subjects, but their mediati

There is not, strictly speaking,
not "I think" which oconstitut
it is -"we think" that' make
gnoseological situation,
the knowledge of on

The theme that I have before me, as the nucleus of my reflexion,

cannot become the end of my act of knowing, because it is the ob,
which_establishes_ﬁhe'cognitive relationships between me and the
readers as cognitive subjects too. So, I would really like to in
vite them to assume this role and not to refuse it, thus becomin

mere recipiénts of my analysis.

This means that, to the extent in which I am writing, I cannot b
a pure narrator of something which I consider as a given fact, b
on the contrary I have to be a criticel mind, curious and unquie
constantly seeking, along with the readers who have to recreate
the effort of my search. The only difference between me and the
readers, with regard to the theme itself, is that while I am bei
it, engaged in its clarification, and better and better fixing ©
perception of it, the readers will be also before it, on the on«
hand, but on the other hand before my understanding of it, whicl

expressed 'in my article.

let me emphasise agan, that the read:
must admit that their effort is diminished, thus subjecting the:

selves with docility to my analysis. Their effort, on(thgﬁcqptn
in a way is larger than mine, because they have to penetrate sii
ultaneously into both the theme itself and into my.understandin

of it-

Tt doe's not.mean; .however,
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the "backgro d '
1mportantglnzzrugzzze?ess“ oL Consciousness,* it constitutes. an
°r the actual transformlng action of men on

reality, which, therefore, p
: BRI egins litt
in the clarification of tﬂosegnhlddennlglziniizzie to be unveiled

"Conscientizacao"
here, and a igsgd'tgn “he one hand, is not based on'a consciousness
e —18YXe, and on the other hand, does not attempt

such a separation On th
. € contrary, it is based on the correlation
consciousness- world : : "

By <3 : :

fie;:L;nngEc:iilcgrrEIatlon as the object of their critical re-

result %r;m their : -llumlnatlnﬁ those opaque dimensions which

of the new realltvcomlng €lose to the world. Hence, the founding

BR0Lt thigrarat flndlcated in the former criticism, cannot ex-

R slbe e iak Ss © ConSC].entizagaon In f‘aCt the new reality

consider the e: is the object of a new ‘critical reflexion, To

b Y Nehedi Process of the new reality as something which must not
che 18 as maive and reactionary an attitude as to affirm

the untouchability of the o1ld reality,

”Conscient;zggaoﬂ as a critical attitude of men in history, will
nevef be flﬁl?h@d. If men, as operating beings, continued to "ad-
here" to the "operated" world, they would be submerged in a new
topacity. "

"Conscientizagao", which occurs as a process at a2 given moment, has
to continue as a . .process in the moment. which follows, in which the

transformed reality shows a new profile,

In this way, let me repeat, the political "literacy" process, like
the llngulstlc one, can bBe a practice for the "domestication" of
men as-well as for their liberation. In the first case,'on no
account is the exercise of "conSC1ent1za9ao" possible, while the

second one is in itself "conscientizagao".

Hence, the dehumanizing meaning of the former, and the humanizing
effort of the latter.

*"To the degree to which critical consciousness has been absorbed
and coordinated by the affluent society, the liberation of cons-
ciousness from .the manipulation and indoctrinations imposed upon
it by capitallsm.becomes-a.primary task -and prerequisite. The ‘dev-
elopment not of class consciousness but of consciousness as such,
freed from the distortions imposed upon it, appears to be the bas-
ic prerequisite for radical thange. And as repression is flattened
out and extended to the entire underlying population, the intell-
ectual task, the task of education and discussion, the task of
tearing, not only the tochnolqgicul veil but also the other veils

behind which domination ‘-g;prnsgiqa operate - all these "ideo-

e b com vu nnﬁorinl factors of radical trgns.
ey f;ctor’ s - £ s .Obsolescence of Marxism,

5ot rt - The
fomations | sn;r rﬂ“‘b' ..:,, ed by Nicholas LOBKOVICZ,
: - - _-uu. 1967, page 417.




